?olu£fbia Univ-q-iit.y lihririfl^ 3IU Film £ 5™Manuscrir>t rioter in summatioJP 1 * 
of bhe trial o p the accused murderers (LgvI Williams and others) of A 
Joseph and Hiram Simith, written down by A. Wheat $ lawyer ox Quinsy, Til. 
Mr. W«rren rose and said: (for the defendants) • 
Says "If the Ve men are guilty, th ?n are etfery man, woman and child in the 
county guilty. The same evidence that has' been *iven against the defts ?ould 
have been Uven against hundreds of others." Says *Wftere is the liffht by 
$h±9h you trace these men to the 3arthage jail that day, nowhere unless it 
is by Bapiiels light* 

What did Sharp say, why 1 The Smiths are no more* 1 Who has not said. that. 
2# Sharp to be convicted because he said it. 

Tell me who suggested the murder of the Smiths. H Says because these m^n 
spoke their ^riev \noes on the day the Smiths were killed, you are ask^d to 

believe they did it What is the law. It is based upon public opinion 

and is wor|h nothing without it. What are you to try-Whether these defendant 
did or did not kill Smith. I f you find that they did nnt ^hnn-h j^fl K Bliyou 
-m ust acquit- «them. Says 15.!. ack«iibury^ 

the object ingoing to 0 was to take the Smiths out of jail hack to T v r o and 

have him attajjding to the legal consequerices that them ? S^ys 

it is true that something was said about blowing the jail to the devil hut 
says if some had this objective others had a more laudable one, and defendant 
were among these. Insists the only evidence to -^u overt conviction is from 
the 3 Mormons — so this would prejudice the Jury right there* 
(this film is for reference only, if reproduced write director of Columbia 



Tirial of the Persons Indicted in Hanoook Circuit vourt, ?or the Murder 

of Jb3eph 5mith, at the Carthage Jail, on the 27th of June, 1844. (a notes 

1 — Those indicted were, at Qotetoer t£r/ft, were Levi Williams, Mark Aldrioh, 
Jaeoh 3. Davis,* tau N Grover, Thos. J. Sharp, John Wills, MilLiam Voorhes, 
and also one Alien, and one ^ahhaher. Apparent!^" trial held on Monday, May 
19, 1845. postponed two days, however, first witness examined of the ?4£h 

2 — Jonas Ho hart testified, says J.", shot in righ*: br::a±, a mortal wound, 
in left snoulder, and in abdomen, s ys saw as maaay as 150 at jail, but_saw 
none of the defendents there , : 3aid thirty guns fired, 3fttwed went west 
after killing. 

^ — J ohn Peyt& n he rd ->haro ?/hen troops were discharged say that Mormons 
woulcT eleot thd county officers and by that means select .their own jury, 
did not say 'anything about killing Joe Smith? says saw all of defendents 
go toward Jarthage but Davis, says Aldriih, he thinks, had called for 
volunteers to go there, savs 100 started, sharp and Williams were on hone 
back "Ald rieh said so mething to the effect t hat the .J\tormons had every thing 
iru-their o^JL qnfi qTT(3] 1 t'vrtg_bi .:e to do something to redres s our grievances, 
"ays $h irp spoke of grievances, "and said the Gov ernor savs what you do j rnii 
mu^jtu^do^^ (this before they startedfor Oarthage. ) 3ays Warsaw is 

west of darthage. 

3 — ;}eorge talke r siid Willi i 19 came up to the company and said Governor r,1 ord 
had done all the law authorised him to do. Said 3ometing about coming to 
A/ 3artha|fe. Th ere w&8 a Cial! made for voluteers — do n't know who by or 
whq ther any of the De feridan ts were th gnpre 3 e n t • 3 ay s D a vis said he was 
going hom^T, w :.nted nothing~to do with killing men confined 'in prison. 
4^Franklin k. Worrell said the mob came from Nauvoo, not Warsaw ^ oh: -is 

he was one of guards, says he none of defendants. /' <^c^ ^'^^^^VS** 

Baldwin L. Samuels, did not see Killing, but saw£haro, Aldri-h and Williams 
in town that day. 



J.S. murder trial 2 

5 — Bli h # Williams sworn, lives in Jarthage, was a Grey, ^ays he saw Williams 
and Aldrich a minute before firing commenced, saw Sharp but a short time 
before, /6/ bat says do not knw any of the men at the killing. 

6 — William Mr. Daniels said he was at Warsaw at noon, heard °harp speak of 
necessity to kill Smiths, in order to get rid of the Mormons, wanted troops 
to maroh through 3arthage, Davis would not, they sailed him a coward, said 
they would never elect him to any thing again. Daniels says he saw Williams 
and lrov?r at .jail, suggests Williams led the charge, but did not see J harp, 
says heAwas there fifteen minutes before the mob came. 

8 — Daniels says he did not write the little book that has his name to it, it 
was written by Lyman 0. littlefie&d. Says he saw a light — "suppose it will 
astonish some — a short light, right at the bodies. Jt is reported differently 
in the book. Possible it might have been the reflection from the muskets. 
T was some excited. Was not a Mormon, but am now, live in Nauvoo 

8 Says the night before he heard the officers talk of killing the Smiths, 

— Trover, Mdrich, Davis and Williams. 

9 he indicates that iharp said if Smiths killed while Tom .^ord there Mormons 

will kill him "and we would get rid of both Mormons and the governor too.' 1 

11 — says he saw Wills with his arm shot as he came from jail, says Wills 
said he did not ©are, as he sho ; Kyram. — this a quote from pamoh&et which 
Daniels now says was added by Littlef i~ld , but says he did see Wills with 
bloody arm, saw Voorhes too, with wound in shoulder, says thinks he shot 
Tmith (which one?) Says 3ol Williams gave order to shoot, adds that he was 
sat up on south side of well curb, four shot him theM, not sure he was dead 
vet. /12/ says Voorhes shot at him w ajaaiJbal ow3 

18 E izB. Jane Graham says she was at Warsaw House, an 5 ne -r dark Sharp erne 

in anA said "we have finished the lead^ing H»n of the Mormon church. 11 

At midnight they prepared supoer qlfor twenty men, then twenty more, about 
3 xty in all, says she saw two wounded aen /l 9/ Davis said they had finished 



murder trial 



3 



^he says the wounded man was Vocrhes, William. M I heard Mr. °harp make threat 
to kill the Smiths and drive the Mormons the day they we e killed, t heard 
him in the Bar room and street. Fe wxs in one room and I in the other. . . . 
Said after he goi) in the carriage he would kill Joe Smith." -'he says it is 
about I8miles from Warsaw to Jarthage. 

20 — She says perhaps half the men there said they had killed the Smiths. 

21 — this girl a Mormon, 

228bl — Ben.iamin Braokenbury, who says he wa3 with trooos from Warsaw to 
Tarthage said when G-rover same to woods after killing he said he had killed 
Smith-^that he was a damned ^tout man — that he liad struck him, twiae in the 
face' 1 Said he was the first man in the house. feUcf afoj <Q£</? tld*^ stiAisl ft 
o-] — he tells tale of someone he was told was a &rey telling the troops < h fl yt y 
that the governor was gone, now was good time. 

25 — denied now thathe had told grand jury he heard Williams give order to W&d 

"ire. ^ 

99-30 — George MoLane testified Daniesl had toldhim he knew nothihg \bout A./, 
death of Smiths, says Daniels told hi i he was in Augusta when the Smiths 
r ere killed. 

>8 Thomas ^. English testified to same effect, Daniels had told him he 

knew nothing about killing. 

97 Yet Derrick Fuller for defense said Daniels had told him the story 

as Daniels told it in court "his statem nt to me gene rally was about the 
same as in Court. M on same page -^arkin Scott testified too that Janiels 
had repated some of the story to him late, apparently the night of the 
murder of soon after. 

^ g # ^ g " r0 uld testified, contradicted some of details of Gkraham story, 

n think I should have seen Grover and Davis if t ey had beenthere, but 
confirms the extra supper from nine to eleven at Flemings. 




History 50 11:00 CsKUQ^ C^WU^^ ^ ^ J 

1. Two major weaknesses of the Spanish empire. $JyT < f~LU Q 

2„ Three major rivals for power in the lew world from 1600 to 1700* 
4. Four unique qualities of the English "cons titut ion* n 



5. Puritan dicfator of England from 1649-60. 

6. List two aajor events in Virginia in 1619 c 

7. Two Indians wars in New England 1637-1675. 

8. Three provisions of the Lew England Corf ederat ion. 
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Page 14 -- Robert Miller, Non-Mormon County Commissioner 

Gregg, Prophet of Palmyra, page 176-77, states that the anti- 
Mormon party was organized June 28, 1841, and that they elected a County 
Commissioner and a School Commissioner. The County Commissioner elected 
in 1841, as shown in Gregg, History of Hancock County, page 449, was Robert 
Miller. Hence, Miller may be listed as an anti-Mormon. 



Page 14 -- fy 



X 



George W. Steele 1 was not a Mormon. 

Greg, Histo: 
to 1843 election results. 




?™ g L Hi l tOTy ° f Hancock C °™ty, Page 449, shows the 1840 



Page 17 -- 

The Spring 1973 issue of the Journal of the Illinois State Hi fi ^;.,i 
Society, page 47, states that James W. Singleton of Mount Sterling was a 
Brigadier General of the Illinois Militia in 1844 and was in command of the 
force at Carthage. Miner R. Deming was the Commander of the Hancock 
County Militia at this time. 




Page 25 __McConnell Visit 

McConnell was paid $175.00 for his services. Governor Ford 
later observed that "Mr, McConn ell was employed for several weeks 
in hunting up testimony against the murderers, and in procuring indictments, 
at one term .... 11 

Source: Report of the Select Committee Relative to the Sinking Fund , 

Illinois Legislature, House of Representatives Assembly, First 
Session (March 1, 1847) pages 7 to 8. 



Page 33 

Greg, page 411, has a biography on Jesse P. Thomas. 



Page 35 Volume 9, No. 1 (1916) of the Journal of the Illinois State 
Historical Society contains a biography of E. D. Baker. 



Page 35 

At the preliminary examination in Quincey in September or 
October 1844, involving Williams and Sharp, the prosecution was represented 
by A. To Bledsoe and Thomas Campbell, who were each paid $100 for their 
services (source cited below, page 5). In justifying these payments to 
a select committee of the legislature, which was investigating the expenditure 
of contingency funds for the years 1845 and 1846, and who had questioned 
why Thomas Campbell, the secretary of state at this time, had been paid 
extra funds and why the states attorney had not taken care of these rra tters, 
Governor Ford wrote as follows: 

n It is true that there was a states attorney for the 
circuit, whose duty it was to prosecute; but this attorney 
attended none of the Hancock courts during these difficulties; 



Page 35 - continued 

and the committee well know that the Governor had no 

power to compel him to do so; nor to remove him from 

office; nor to appoint another who would be entitled to 

receive his salary. The first items of expenditure to 

Messrs. Bledsoe and Campbell, were authorized by the 

peculiar features of the case. Two of the supposed 

murderers had been captured by, or surrendered to, 

General Hardin's forces, in 1844, and were, for want 

of security and impartial magistrates in Hancock, to be 

taken to Quincey for their preliminary trial, before 

Judge Thomas. The states attorney lived more than 

to 

100 miles distant; there was no mode of giving/him timely 
notice, for the prisoners claimed, and were entitled to 
a speedy trial; and besides this, it was very certain that 
the states attorney would not have attended if he had been 
notified. Everyone desired to keep as much out of these 
difficulties as possible, who had anything in future to expect 
from public opinion. What was the Governor to do in such 
a case? Was he to raise a little army to arrest the prisoners, 
and then suffer them to escape for want of prosecution? No, 
indeed! In that case everyone would have known that a mere 
hypocritical and feigned effort had been made to bring the offenders 
to justice; to karirixsatKxtiKx vindicate the violated honor and broken 
pledge of the state; by which the state would have been more 
disgraced, than by the conduct of the very murderers themselves. 



Page 35 - continued 

I desirdto make the effort in good faith; and I accordingly- 
employed Messrs. Bledsoe and Campbell, who were able 
lawyers, to go down to Quincey and to attend the prosecutions. 
The fee of $100 each, which was allowed to them, was 
reasonable, indeed, considering the magnitude of the case, 
the responsibility of their position, and the amount of public 
prejudice which they had to encounter, in performing their 
duty. In making this expenditure, I felt authorized by the 
extraordinary circumstances of the case, and by the powers 
inherent in the Executive Department, to see the laws 
faithfully executed; and it was clearly a case not foreseen 
or provided for by the General Assembly. 11 

Source: Report of the Select Committee Relative to the Sinking 
Fund, Illinois Legislature, House of Representatives 
Assembly First Session (March 1, 1847) pages 7 to 8. 

Ford's letter is dated February 25, 1847 (ibid at 7) The Select 
Committee approved his report (ibid at 13). 



Page 42 

The second line after the list of names should read: 
"In the case of Walker and Bedell this was probably because the 
were to be witnesses in the case. 11 



Page 55-57 

The Warren Land Promotion is also mentioned in Flanders, 
Nauvoo, Kingdom on the Mississippi , page 138, though no details are 
given there that are not set forth in the manuscript. 



Page 66 

Samuel Marshall had refused to serve on the Grand Jury- 
impaneled October 21, 1844 (the one that gave an indictment for the murder 
of Joseph and Hyrum Smith). He had been fined $5. 00 for contempt of court 
(the standard fine for that circumstance). Circuit Court Record , Hancock County, 

Book D, page 162. 

One possible reason for Marshall's refusal to serve was that this 
was the Grand Jury that would consider indictments against these individuals. 
IThis stems to show that he was a rabid anti-Mormon. This fact is also 
mentioned on page 43 of the manuscript with different citations there. 




Page 73 

Additional authority for the facts related in the first paragraph 
on this page is trial of the persons indicted in the Hancock Circuit Court for 
the murder of Joseph Smith [the "Sharp" pamphlet] page 1 



Pages 77-78 Arrest of Jacob C. Davis 

Two -thirds the way down the page is a line that begins: 
"Occasioned enormous excitement. . . " At that point the following 
information will be inserted: 

On December 26th the Speaker of the Senate, John Moore, 
sent an order to M. R. Deming, Sheriff of Hancock County, ordering 
him in behalf of the Senate that he forthwith discharge the Honorable 
Jacob C. Davis, a member of the Senate, from imprisonment, ordering 
that the Sergeant At Arms serve a copy of the order on Deming, on that 
same day. (Source: Miscellaneous Senate Papers, December 23 to 27th, 
1844, Illinois General Assembly, 1844/45, Illinois State Archives. 
Original paper signed by John Moore and attested by W. L. Covell, 
Secretary of the Senate. ) 

The Senate thereupon appointed a committee of three to inquire 
and report to the Senate the cause of any such arrest. They were authorized 
to issue process to compel the attendance of Deming to appear before them 
for examination, and they were ordered to report the facts at their earliest 
convenience to the Senate. (Original Papers, same source as above). 

On December 26th, the Chairman of the Select Committee, John 
Dougherty, signed an order to William C. Murphy, Sergeant At Arms of 
the Senate, commanding him to summon Miner Deming to appear before 
John Dougherty, Edwin B. Webb, and Norman B. Judd, a Select Committee 
of the Senate at their committee room in the Capitol, and show cause to 
them why he arrested and detains the body of Honorable Jacob C. Davis. 



Pages 77-78 continued. 

Murphy executed that summons by reading the same to Miner R. Deming 
on December 26, 1844. The record further shows that Deming appeared 
before the Committee (the date is not indicated) and for cause exhibited the 
arrest warrant issued by J. B. Backenstos on November 20th, The 
Committee further reported that Deming was the Sheriff aaox of Hancock 
County and by virtue of said office and the writ copied above, ,r he claims 
to possess the right in law to arrest the body of the said Jacob C. Davis 
while acting as Senator of Hancock County, and in attendance at the seat 
of government, in Sangamon County, in the discharge of his duties as such 
Senator. " (At this point the report ends. ) (Arrest of the Hon. Jacob 
C. Davis, Illinois Legislature, Senate, 14th Aseembly, First Session, 
(December 26, 1844). 



41 

Page J^»--- John Elliott Matter 

On Monday, May 18, 1846, the false imprisonment charges 
against John Elliott and Levi Williams and others ( People vs. Joseph McCoy , et al) 
were ordered, on motion, to be stricken with leave to reinstate. (Circuit Court 
Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 377) 



Page £sE» - John Elliott Indictment 

The May 1844 Grand Jury found "no bill" against John Elliott. 
The crime is not identified in the particular reference. Kidnapping is a good 
guess. (Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 134. ) 

On the same day that this entry was returned (May 24, 1844) 
the Grand Jury presented an indictment against Joseph McCoy, William 
Middleton, William Clark, John Elliott , Levi Williams and John Williams 
for false imprisonment. 

The original files from Drawer No. 20, People v. John Elliott, 
May term 1844, show that the arrest warrant charged that John Elliott, who 
lived 4-1/2 miles south of Warsaw, on December 2, 1843, kidnapped Daniel 
Avery. The affidavit was executed before Aaron Johnson, Justice of the Peace, 
on December 11, 1843. Elliott was held to the Grand Jury and a recognizance 
was entered for $3, 000 bond. 

Drawer No. 22, People v. Joseph McCoy, et al. , for kidnapping, 
shows a capias on the indictment - $500.00 bail for Joseph McCoy, William 
Middleton, William Clark, John Elliott, Levi Williams and John Williams. 
The return shows service on Levi Williams and John Elliott, but the others 
could not be found. The indictment charges that defendants kidnapped Daniel 
Avery on December 1, 1843. It is signed by E. A. Thompson, States Attorney 
and noted a true bill by Benjamin Avise, foreman of the Grand Jury. The 
witnesses are Daniel Avery, Anderew M. Hamilton, James Hamilton, and 
Sisson H. Chase. The indictment was filed May 23, 1844. The file contains 
a motion to quash the indictment because of various formal defects in the paper 
including the fact that it does not charge the defendants with forceably abducting 
Daniel Avery from his own county and into another county and that it only charges 



TT i 



• • • • . . , . 



defendants with a design to commit kidnapping without formally charging that 
the kidnapping was pojcxpeoxbyx carried out. This point seems to be well-taken. 

The docket entry (page 199) for October 25, 1844, shows that the 
States Attorney confessed the motion to quash the inductment, whereupon the 
court ordered that the indictment for kidnapping be quashed. On the same date, 
the court overruled a motion to quash an indictment against Joseph McCoy, 
William Middleton, William Clark, John Elliott, Levi Williams and John 
Williams for false imprisonment. Elliott and the two Williams pleaded not 
guilty and the cause was continued to the next term. The court issued a capias 
for the other three defendants, it appearing that they had not been served with 
process. Bail was $300.00. The capias was returnable to the next term. 

Drawer 23 under People v. Joseph McCoy , et al, for false 
imprisonment shows an allegation that the defendants on December 1, 1843 
with force and arms had unlawfully and against his will imprisoned Daniel Avery 
and confined him for a long space of time, to wit - 4 hours. It was signed 
a true bill and filed May 24, 1844 - bail was set in the amount of $300. 00 each. 
The motion to quash this indictment was denied in October 1844, and the case was 
continued to the May 1845 term. I could not find any reference to this in the 
May 1845 term and the file shows nothing about its disposition. 



w 

Page-^» - John Elliott Trial 

notice of any 

Docket entries for the May term 1845 contain no/ indictment 
of John Elliott for murder. Neither do the indictments of October term 1845. 
From this one would infer that the jury found no Bill in the case of the charge 
against John Elliott. 

Page 86 

Brigham Young's journal entry came after deliberation in 
General Council that decided to avoid writs. Get more information on this 
deliberation. 



Page 90 



Insert the following between the fourth and fifth lines: C 



fl And shows that it was executed before Judge Young in Chambers 
in Quincey on March 22, ..." 



Page 92 - Daniels Pamphlet 

■C 

7 DHC 558 to 59 lists "Account of the Murder of General Joseph 
and Hyrum Smith, by William M. Daniels, Nauvoo." As among Church 
publications for 1845. 



110 

Pa ge & James H. Ralston and Abraham Lincoln 

Gregg, Prophet of Palmyra, Page 167, states that in 1840 the 
Wig ticket (for President) was elected by a 400 vote majority. Lincoln's 
name was cratched as a Wig Elector by 200 Mormon voters and the 
Democratic opponent was substituted. 



3 

P.lio 



Gregg, History of Hancock County, page 449, shows that William 
H. Harrison, the Wig candidate, received 1352 votes in 1840 and that Martin 
Van Buren received 624. In brackets after this it is stated that "the name 
of Abraham Lincoln, a Harrison Elector, was dropped by about 200 Mormon 
voters and that of James H. Ralston, his opponent, substituted. With that 
exception, the Mormons generally voted the Wig ticket. " 
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Page 110 



Why another prosecutor was used 



Josiah Lambourne was paid $100 for prosecuting the murderers 



of Joseph Smith. In addition, John Calhoon was paid $100. 00 u in part for the 
amount allowed J. Lambourne for prosecuting the murderers of J. Smith. " 
(source cited below, page 5) . When a legislative committee challenged 
Governor Ford on why he had expended the state contingent funds for 
these amounts, in view of the fact that there was a states attorney in office 
whose duty it was to attend to all the prosecutions referred to, the Governor 
responded by explaining (in a passage quoted earlier in connection with 
Bledsoe and Campbell in the September 1844 events), that'this [states] 
attorney attended none of the Hancock courts during these difficulties" and 
that the Governor had no power to compel him to do so or to remove him 
or to appoint someone else who could serve and receive his salary. His 
explanation continues as follows: 



. . . Mr. Lambourne was employed to prosecute them 



at another term. Such was then the excitment in the County 



of Hancock, and the combinations which had been formed to 



Page HQ - continued 

screen the guilty from punishment, that no grand jury 



court, by the persevering and active efforts of an 

enterprising lawyer, would have been able to discover 

the evidence and bring it before them in the time allowed 

them, during a single term. The allowance to Mr. McConnell 

is reasonable, indeed, for services such as he rendered. 

The same may be truly said of the allowance to Mr. Lambourne, 

who prosecuted all the main trials at the constant peril of 



Governor had no power to compel him to do so. What was to 
be done in such a case? Undoubtedly to employ counsel to 
prosecute. In so doing, I felt I was but serving the people. 
I was vindicating their laws and their honor; or rather the 
honor of the government, which is the peoples 1 honor. If the 
people were honorable in their feelings, I was sure of their 
approval; and if they were incapable of appreciating what was 
honorable and right, I was prepared then, as I am yet, to 
disregard their censure. 11 

Source: Report of the Select Committee Relative to the Sinking Fund , 
Illinois Legislature, House of Representatives, 15th Assembly, 
first Session (March 1, 1847, page 8). 



and states attorney, unaided, for weeks before and during 




As yet, the states attorney had not attended. The 
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Page 111 

Top line there was a law firm of Ralston, Warren & Wheat. 
If this law firm was still in existence at this time, a conflict of interest 
prevented Ralston from handling the case for the prosecution. 

See page 121 Insert for a reference on James Ralston being 
made States Attorney Pro Tern (this relates to the first full paragraph on page 
110). 



Page 112 

Ralston later helped the L.DS people in their difficulties. 

7 Documentary History , 489 -90, and 572. He expressed 
sympathy for the Mormons whose buildings had been burned in September 1845. 
St. Louis Morning Missouri* Republican , September 26, 1845, page 2. 



Page 114 

Brigham Young's Journal contains the same sentiments. On 
Sunday, March 16th, he wrote: 

"I swear by the God of Heaven that we will not spend 
money in feeding lawyers. All the lawsuits that have been 
got up against the Saints, have been hatched up to feed 
lawyers, tavern keepers, etc. I would rather have a six- 
shooter than all the lawyers in Illinois. I am sworn not to 
pay lawyers, but to pay our debts, and it would relieve us 
from an immense tax. 11 

7 D14C ^'i<o 



Page 116 

On March 11th, 1845, Brigham Young notes in his Journal that 
he attended the General Council. 

"The subject of writing to Governor Ford; also the present 
movements of the mob were discussed. It was considered best 

for those who are hunted with writs to go on missions; as the r 

C 

policy of commencing a mob persecution has always been to 
get out vexatious writs in order to provoke resistance to the 
form of legal authority and thereby produce a collision between 
us and the state; so that we may, if possible, evade the blow 
until we can finish the temple and the Nauvoo House. 11 



Page 116 - continued 

On the next day, March 12th, he noted: "That the sheriff is here 
with writs for several of the brethren. " 

He also stated "That the mob had sent messengers to the Governor 
to inform that the Mormons had resisted the officers and requesting him to 
order a posse comitatus to come and take Brackenberry. " 



7 M<C- 3^0 



Page 118 

Note that the communication to Church members titled 
"A Voice from Nauvoo" is signed by Willard Richards, "In behalf of a 
General Council of the Authorities of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day- 
Saints at Nauvoo, and therefore carries the weight of an official pronouncement 
of the General Council, M 

Correct the date in the middle of the page the issue of the 
Nauvoo Neighbor was May 7th 



Page 120 

Add the date "The 6th day of May, 1845". This is added in pencil 
on my copy, apparently after checking with an original source, ^— — 



Page 134 States Attorney 

On Tuesday, May 20, 1845, the official court record shows that 
William Elliott, the States Attorney, was absent. Therefore, the court 
appointed James H. Ralston as States Attorney pro tern for the present term 
of court. Ralston accepted the duties of office. (Circuit Court Record, Hancock 
County, Book D, page 243) 




Page 135 Selection of the Jury 

Flanders, Nauvoo, Kingdom on the Mississippi , page 307, 

states 3thH± as follows: 

"Furthermore, any Mormon in the County accused of 
crime could get a Mormon jury which would acquit him, 
and an anti-Mormon could do the same. Each was entitled to a jury of 
the county, and the state had no power to change the venue. 
'No leading man of either party, 1 said Governor Ford, 'could 
be arrested without the aid of an army, as individuals of both 
parties were justly afraid of surrendering for fear of being 
murdered; and when arrested, each trial was likely to lead to a 
civil war, and ... as a conviction was impossible . . . the 
administration of criminal justice was completely at an end, 
whilst the Mormons remained in the county. 1 11 

The foregoing material relates to the period after the murder of 
the Prophet, at least insofar as Flanders is commenting upon it. 

My examination of the criminal court records in this period (1844 
through 1846) confirms that there were very few convic tions, but the grand 
juries persisted in indicting persons, and the voluntary dismissals of the 



Page 135 - continued 

prosecuting attorney accounted for far more people going free than the 
acquittals of the jury. There were jury trials, but I believe Flanders and 
Ford probably overstate the problem considerably. Uji^ (JbuJL p/\cajLu<^tln^ 



Page 142 -Benjamin Brackenberry 

The Official Court docket entries for the October Term 1845 

show that on Monday, October 20, 1845, the Grand Jury having found 
Bill" in People vs. Benjamin Brackenberry. it is ordered that the recognizance 
be dismissed and the defendant go without day. The charge is not noted. 



Page 142 Benjamin Brackenberry Case 

The citation for the original papers referred to on this page 
is Hancock County Courthouse, Drawer No. 23, People v. B. B. Brackenberry 
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Page 148 -- Robert D. Holt in the Political Career of William A. Richardson, 
Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society , Volume 26, page 222, 233, ^23j 
states that William had been regarded as the "homeliest man in the legislature 
with the possible exception of Lincoln. ..." 



Pages 149 to 151 William A. Richardson 

To the sources on Richardson's biography add Robert D. Holt, 
The Political Career of William A. Richardson, Journal of the Illinois State 
Historical Society , Volume 26, pages 222 to 266. 

He was a Jackson Democrat. 

f 'Richardson loved the rough and rugged life of the pioneer 
politician. His huge body shook emotionally as his deep voice 
roared forth his arguments. In his mannerisms he was unguardedly 
rough, almost crude at times. To his family and friends, however, 
he revealed the deepest kindness, but to his enemies he was 
unmerciful. 11 (Ibid page 232) 

f 'Richardson was not endowed with the faculty for proposing 
significant ideas. He was, however, a faithful, diligent worker, 
one who would execute the plans that had originated in the mind 
of another. On the platform, in the age when stump speaking 
was common and practical, he could, in his unpolished manner, 
speak with force and vigor, and bring the crowds to support the 
attitude of his party. M (Ibid page 263) 



Page 151 - Attachment for Governor Ford 

On Wednesday, May 21, 1845, the defense attorneys moved for 
attachment (arrest) on Governor Ford for failing to attend as a witness in thi 
case. The docket entry reads: 

"Whereupon the court took time to consider the same, 11 
(Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 260. ) 



Page 157 

The original notes call for some modification of this page. The 
Watts notes contain tkiscx these excerpts on the 35th page: 

Elison [or] 3 Vol. Bla. 355: "If the sheriff be not an 
indifferent person, as if he be party in the suit, szxKiMAgcc^^terkx or be 
related by either blood or affinity to either of the parties, he is not then 

trusted to return the jury, but the venire will be directed to the coroners. ^ 

who are the substitutes for the sheriff, to execute process when he is deemed 
an improper person. If any exception lies to the coroners, the venire shall 
be directed to the two Clerks of the Court, or two persons of the County named 
by the Court and sworn, and these two are called Elisors or Electors, shall 
indifferently name the jury and their return is final [no challenge being allowed 
to the array]. 3 Black, 355. 

U Challenges to the array are at once an exception to the whole 
panel, in which the jury are arrayed, or set in order by the sheriff in his 
return, and they may be made on account of partiality or some default in 
the sheriff, or his under-sheriff who arrayed the panel, and generally speaking 
the same reasons that before the awarding the venire were sufficient to have 



Page 157 - continued 




directed it to the Coroners or Elisors will be also sufficient to quash the 
array when made by a person or officer of whom partiality there is tolerable 
ground of suspicion." (Ibid 359) 




Page 159-160 - Ruling on Motion for Elisors 

Page 261 of Circuit Court Record - Hancock County, Book D, 
states that after hearing argument the court sustained the motion and that 



was 



immediately thereafter the court/ordered adjourned until 8:00 a.m. on Thursday. 



Page 160 The Significance of the Elisor 

The precedent was later used in the county. On Tuesday, October 21, 
1845, in the next court term following the May Term 1845, one Michael 
Barnes, who was accused of arson [probably a case involving burnings of 
Mormon property, though this does not appear definitely in the file] through 
George Backman, his attorney, filed an affidavit charging that the County 
Commissioners Court that had selected the Grand Jury were partial and 
prejudiced against him and selected them "with a view to procure said Barnes 
to be indicted for arson. 11 On motion the court ordered that the panel and 
Grand Jurors be set aside. The court noted that Sheriff Backenst^tts 
had himself been recognized to appear upon a criminal charge and stated 
that the coroner (according to the affidavit) was prejudiced in favor of 
Backensts£w, so the court appointed two men as elisors: Thomas Owen 
and James D. Moran. f\f[p \-^bV{ 




Page 162 Thursday Morning Events 

On Thursday morning the court attended to other civil matters 
J before reaching the criminal case. (Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, 
Book D, page 262 and 269). 

That morning the elisors entered upon the performance of their 

duties. 
Page 162 

Summoning bystanders to fill the vacancies in the Jury was 
apparently a regular practice. In the court term that began on May 20, 1844, 
the preceding year, three jurors were excused for good cause and the court 
ordered the sheriff M to summon six of like good and lawful men from the 




J 

• bystanders to complete the same. ... 11 . Circuit Court record 

Hancock County , Book D, page 65. (The above practice was also carried out 
both October 21, 1844 and for the panel October 28, 1844). 

The same thing was done on May 27, 1844. Ibid , page 143. 

The same was done in October 1844, Ibid, page 163. 

The same thing was done for the Petty jury originally chosen 
for May 19, 1844. Bystanders in the number of 10 were 
called to fill out vacancies. 



Page 166 Arraignment 

The docket entry for Thursday, May 22, 1845, shows that 

the defendants had been furnished a copy of the indictment and a set of the 
names of the aforesaid jurors and also names of the witnesses intended to 
be produced against them on the part of the people at the trial, M and being 
forthwith arraigned and demanded of concerning the premises herein 
charged against them in and by the sa id Bill of Indictment how they would 
acquit themselves thereof; for Hea says that they are 'notGuilty 1 thereof 
and for trial put themselves upon the County. " (Circuit Record, Hancock 
County, Book D, page 269) 




Page 167 

The Watt notes, on the 33rd page, contain these references on 
the selection of the jury: 

,f In the selection of the jury, the court laid down the following 
rules, to be observed by the counsel on both sides, in the examination of the 
jurors, touching their competency to serve in this case. 

n l. That the proper question to be propounded to the 

jury man is: Have you made up and delivered an opinion, 

that the defendants are guilty or innocent of the charges 

laid in the indictment. M 

( Burr's Trial, 418. ) 

n 2 e That an opinion formed, if not expressed, does not 

disqualify a person from serving on the jury. 

( Noble v. The People , Breeze's Reports 29, 30.) 

If 3. But if a person called to serve on the jury has formed 

and expressed an opinion from reports as to the guilt or innocence 

of the defendants, who has not heard the statements of any of the 

Page 167 - continued 

witnesses, nor of any other person who professed to know the 
facts in the case, that he had no reaaon to believe or disbelieve 
the reports, any more than other reports which occasionally 
float through the neighborhood; and that his opinion was expressed 
in this way: 'If the reports are true, my opinion is so and so, 1 
without stating what that opinion was, that such expression 
of opinion would not render him incompetent. 
(Gardner v. People, 3 Scammon, 88). M 




Page 168 Additional Reference 

Additional reference for the jury selection material on 167 to 
168 is Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 269) 



Page 169 Sequestering of Jury 

Before adjourning on Friday, the court ordered that the jury ^ 
be kept separate by the elisors. The court adjourned to 7:00 o'clock 
Saturday morning. (Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 274) 



Page 170 — Opinions of Jurors 

The Reynolds case , 98 U.S. at page 145, 147, and 155 to 56, quotes 

Burr's trial to the effect that a juror can serve though he has formed an opinion 

about the case, if the opinion is hypothetical and not from the evidence. 

Consequently, Ford may be over-simplifying when he states that the jury was 

made up of followers of the court who had sworn they had never formed or 

expressed any opinion. The fact that they had formed an opinion may not have 

disqualified them if the court was following this precedent in Burr's trial, which 

probably 
would have /been well-known. 



Page 178 



Greg, page 634, has a biography on the Alabama William Smith 




Page 180 Attachment for Governor Ford 

On Saturday morning before the trial began William Richardson 
withdrew his motion for attachment of Governor Thomas Ford for the reason 
that he was mistaken in supposing that Ford had been summoned as a witness 
for the defendants. 'Ehsx At the same time Josiah Lambourne moved for 
attachments for contempt against Jonas Hobart, John W. Morrison, and 
Henry Stevens for failure to attend as witnesses after having been summoned 
(Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 276) 



Page 180-81 -|lmer 



on Wheat and George D. Watt 



^lmeron Wheat was admitted to the Illinois Bar in 1839 (Role of 
Attorneys, Illinois Reports, Volume 3, 2 Scammon (1841) page xi) 

In 1843 he was a member of the law firm of Ralston, Warren & Wheat 
in Quincjy (1843 correspondence addressed to that law firm examined in the 
Illinois Historical Survey). 

George D. Watt became the reporter for the Journal of Discourses 
(Journal of Discourse s, Volume 1, page v and vii) 




Page 191 

JLambourne offer 

7 DHC, page 568, shows a letter from Josiah Lambourne 

to Brigham Young under date of April 17, 1846, containing these sentences: 

for 

"I have been thinking of preparing & publication a brief history 
of the Mormons and their difficulties in the different states where they have 
resided. My objective would be to present to the public, thejpolitical, reli 
and sexual motives, which have led to the persecutions of the Mormons. A 
well-arranged statement of all of these matters in a popular style of literature 
would have a tendency to correct public opinion and do much good. . . . 
My object in addressing myeelf to you is to ascertain whether the Mormons 
would afford me any facilities in getting correct information, etc. " 

The history contains no notation of response to that inquiry. 




Page 209 

There is a good engraving of Browning in Lusk, Politics and 
Politicians (1844) page 294. 




Page 233 An Additional Source for the Adjournment to 7:00 o'clock Monday- 

Morning 

c 

(Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 277) 
This source also shows that the jury was ordered to be kept separate 
during the weekend. 



Page 260 --An additional source for the Court's adjournment to 7:00 a.m. ( 
Tuesday morning is Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, £ 



Book D, page 278. This source also notes that the jury is to be 
kept separatee 



Page 265 Witnesses Who Did Not Appear 

Bonds of $50 or $100 each were forfeited for the following 
individuals who were summoned and failed to appear as witnesses in the 
trial for the murder of Joseph Smith: Joseph Stanton, Nathaniel Mason (surety) 
William Houck, Milton Sebastian. After the trial Lambourne got an attachment 

for William Houck and also John Morrison. (Circuit Court Record, Hancock 
County, Book D, page 292) (The date was Saturday, May 31, 1845, when 
the recognizances were forfeited and the attachment issued) 



Page 267 



Page 267 



Insert as a third line "Hard-pressed prosecutor. 11 



on 



Footnote: 7 DHC 142 states that Levi Street and William Baldwin,/whom 
subpenas were served and whojcould not be found, were guards at the jail. 




Page 345 The Case Goes to the Jury 

Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 291 

states: 

lf . • .and the arguments of counsel being closed on both 
sides, and the jury having received the instructions of the 
court as asked for by the defendants 1 counsel, retired at 
half-past 11:00 o f clock in the forenoon, to consider their 
verdict, „ „ . and the said jurors afterwards, to wit: 
at 2:00 o 1 clock in the afternoon, returned in court, and 
delivered the following verdict, to wit: We the jurors of 
the jury find the defendants not guilty as charged in the 
indictment. 11 



Pagd 349 - Mormon Leaders Non-Cooperation With the Prosecution. 

Marvin Hill's letter to me of September 29, 1966, reports as follows: 
f, I was thus allowed to use the Journals of Wilford Woodruff and 
Willard Richards, and also the Manuscript History of Brigham Young. 
Through study of these I established that the church leaders simply 
refused to cooperate with the state officials in securing evidence, or 
obtaining witnesses for the trial. They went in hiding to avoid testifying. 
John Smith and George Albert Smith explained to the prosecuting 
attorney (Lambourne) in one letter that they would not assist him 
since they were afraid of irritating the mob further. Other evidence 
suggests they wished to finish the Temple and flee, without stirring 
more conflict. M 



The letter recites that Brother Lund confiscated Marvin Hill's 
notes. We need more definite information on this subject. (Letter filed in 
my correspondence file.) 



Page 350 

Also see the reference in 7 DHC 380, where the General Council 
resolved that those who were hunted with writs should go on missions in orde 
to avoid"a collision between us and the state; so that we may, if possible, 
evade the blow until we can finish the temple and the Nauvoo House. " /f— 



Page 351 to 353 Lambourne's Preparation for Trial 

This criticism of Lambourne for his failure to make advance preparation 
in the trial may be overstated. This was an extraordinarily complex case, with 
a lengthy trial and large numbers of witnesses. Lambourne may, in fact, have 
prepared the case like every other criminal case was tried at that time, using 
techniques that were sufficient with several witnesses but totally inadequate for 
large numbers. John Frank, in his book, "Lincoln as A Lawyer" (University 
of Illinois Press (1961) states that Lincoln did not prepare witnesses before ^ 
putting them on the stand (that is, he did not go over their testimony and make 
careful advance preparation. ) (page 34). He also states that Lincoln went into 
his trials without preparation- -that there is no evidence that Lincoln ever 
prepared a case in advance of trial, (page 169). Since Lincoln was one 
of the most successful lawyers of his day, and a contemporary of Lambourne, 
that evidence is particularly persuasive on the method of trying cases at that 
time in rural Illinois. 

Page 352 The Fee Received by Lambourne 

The allegation that Lambourne received $180 in fees for his prosecution 
is to be compared with a $25 fee that Lincoln is reported to have received for 
representing the State as Special Counsel in a criminal trial. Likely that trial 
was a matter of hours, whereas Lambourne's lasted for several days. 
(Frank, Lincoln as A Lawyer, page 66 (University of Illinois Press (1961). 



Page 361 - Trial Date for Murder of Hyrum 

An additional source for the special term and the bail is Circuit 
Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page a#jbc 291 to 292. 



Page 364 The Special Term 

Calvin War ren was the States Attorney Pro Tern for the 
special term on June 24, 1845, it appearing that Miner R. Demming 
was confined charged with the murder of Samuel Marshall, the court 
ordered that the coroner, George W. Stigall, performed the duties of 
Sheriff during the disability of Demming. (Circuit Court Record, Hancock 
County, Book D, page 296. ) 



Page 364 Dismissal of the Indictment for the Trial of the Murder of Hyrum 
Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 302, has 

this entry: 

"Defendants came in person and by attorneys. . . and 

William Elliott, Jr., Esq., States Attorney, and Josiah 

who 

Lambourne, Esq. ,/prosecutes in his behalf, being three times ( 

C 

solemnly called came naught nor any person for them to 
prosecute this suit, it is therefore ordered that this suit 
be dismissed for want of prosecution and that the said 
defendants be discharged and that they go hence without day. 11 
That entry appears on the page for Wednesday, June 25, 1845. 



Page 369 Additional Source for the Proposition that No Grand Jury Having 
Been Summoned the Coroner was given the Task of Summoning 
Men for Service on the Grand Jury: (Circuit Court Record, 
Hancock County, Book D, page 297. ) 



Page 369 



Coroner George W. Stigall. 

Pages 403 and 404 of George R. Gayler, "Governor Ford and the Death of 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, M Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society, 
Volume 50, page 391 to 411, states that the jailer atCarthage, who was kind 
to the Smiths during their stay there, was named Stigall. 

Query: Is this the same individual as the coroner, George W. Stiggall, 
whom Deming states was a member of the mob party. Stigall, as coroner, 
made up the jury for the trial of Deming. 



Page 3 70 - On George W. Stigall 

Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 434, 
shows that George M. Stigall was indicted for forgery of bank bills with 
intent to utter. 



Page 3 70 - - Indictment of Demming 

On Wednesday afternoon the Grand Jury returned an indictment 

against Demming for murder of Samuel Marshall. There being no further 

* Court 
business the Grand Jury was then discharged. (Circuit/Record, Hancock County, 

Book D, page 305. 



Demming was brought before the court, prosecuted by Warren^ u)tf 0 \Jt/U<*? 
assisted by Archibald Williams and Thomas Morrison. He was defended 
by James Ralston and William A. Richardson. There was a hearing on his 
application for bail which was continued to Friday, June 27th, when Demming 
was admitted to $5, 000 bail, which was resisted by the prosecution and the 
cause was continued to the next term. -{Ibid at page 310 to 311) 



Page 3 74 



On May 20, 1846, the Grand Jury returned an indictment against 



III 

Or^fc P. Rockwell for the murder of Franklin A. Worrell. (Circuit Court 
Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 420) Rockwell's attorney, George 
Edmonds, obtained a change of venue to Joe Davie s County and the court 
"Being advised that the jail of the County of Hancock is insufficient for the safe 
keeping of the said defendant" he was ordered confined in the Adams County 
jail. (Ibid, page 421) 

O ^ 

Page 3 74 - Jacob B. Backenstats 

The Grand Jurors selected by the County Commissioners Court 
were set aside on affidavit and Thomas Owen and James D. Moran were 
appointed to function as elisors to choose the Grand amk^Etectfcy: Jurors. 
Circuit Court Record, Hancock County, Book D, page 334 (relates to 
manuscript pages 376 to 77. 

The elisors reported a Grand Jury, which indicted Jacob B. 

0 

Backenst«tfte for murder. (Ibid at 347, 369). f 



o 

On that same day, Saturday, October 25, 1845, Backensteas 
was put in the custody of the corroner and the court ordered that "if he shall 
deem the same necessary either for the safety or protection of the prisoner 
[the coroner] be authorized to call Major Warren for such detachment of 
troops now stationed at Carthage as he may consider proper. ..." (Ibid, page 370) 

On Monday, October 27th the court fixed a $3, 000 bond on 

o 

Backenste»s and changed the venue to Peoria County, and then adjourned to 
the next term. (Ibid, at page 374) 

Official docket entries show tka±x an order signed December 7, 



1845, in RfidaxiximiLpdbdgecxx Peoria by Judge \ changing the 

O 

venue ta: in the BackenstcSks trial to Knox County (Ibid, page 375) 



37<f~ ] 7 7 

Page (x.) Trial of Individuals Accused of Riot in the Destruction of the 

Expositor 

The following individuals were indicted in October 1844 for 
riotously destroying a printing press that belonged to Francis M. Higbee, 
Chauncey L. Higbee, Charles Ivins, William Law, etc. on June 10, 1844: 
Stephen Perry, Jonathan Dunham, Porter Rockwell, Daniel Cahoon, Andrew 
Cahoon, Jonathan Golmess (?), Stephen Markham, John Lytle, Altheas 
Cutler, William Edwards, and Jesse P. Harmon. Bail was fixed at $300 
each. The recognizance on this charge was given before Robert Smith on 
June 25, 1844, and bears the signature of John Taylor, Joseph Smith, Hyrum 
Smith, etc. (from original papers in Drawer No. 23, People vs. Stephen erry 
et al, for riot). 

A jury trial was held on this charge on Wednesday, October 22, 
1845. The verdict was returned on Thursday, October 23: Not guilty. 
Thereupon the States Attorney said he would not further prosecute as to the 
other defendants in the case, whereupon it was ordered that they also be 
discharged and that they go hence without day. 11 (Circuit Court Record, 
Hancock County, Book D, page 346 to £xx 347) 



■ft I 

Page (x) Political Moves Involving the County Commission 

(for information on County Commissioners see manuscript, page 130 
to 131) 

On Thursday, October 23, 1845 (or approximately on that date) 
George Stigall, the coroner, obtained a writ of mandamus commanding the 
County Commissioners to make record of and pay for his services rendered 
during the special term of court, June 1845. (Circuit Court Record, Hancock 
County, Book D, page 360) 

During the May term 1846 two mandamus actions against the 
County Commissioners, one by George W. Stigall and the other by Charles 
C. 1^B3» (?) (begun in October 1845, page 360 and 372) were dismissed 
on motion of the complainants attorney, (Ibid, page 391) 

On Thursday, May 19, 1846, the court granted a motion for 
continuance to the next term of court of the case of Andrew H. Perkins 
and George Coulson , County Commissioners [both Mormon] vs. George 
W. Thatcher , on appeal. (Ibid at 394) 

This case involved some maneuvering by Mormons and non- 
Mormons on the County Commission. 

Interestingly, George Thatcher was appointed a Master in 
Chancery on May 23, 1846, thus receiving an important political plum. 
(Ibid at 450) 



Page 388 William A. Richardson 

c 

Richardson was chairman of the Illinois Delegation to the Democratic 
National Convention and helped to secure the nomination of Steven A. Douglas. 

To the references on Richardson's life add Robert D. Holt, The 
Political Career of William A. Richardson, Journal of the Illinois State 
Historical Society , Volume 26, pages 222 to 266. 



Page 390 Colonel E. D. Baker 



Volume 9, No. 1 (1916) of The Journal of the Illinois State 




Historical Society contains a biography of E. D. Baker. 



General Comments on Criminal Business in Hancock County 

A study of all criminal cases in each of the court terms from 
May 1844 through May 1846 reveals the following: 

There were from five to fifteen indictments in each term. 
Three of these were for murder (our case, and the indictments of 
Backenstais and Rockwell for the murder of Worrell), The other indictments 
were for the crimes of (in rough order of frequency) larceny, riot, 
adultery and fornication, and for a smattering of crimes such as purgery, 
kidnapping, false imprisonment, and assault with intent to kill. 

Almost all of the indictments were disposed of by some technicality 
A common pattern was for the case to be continued to the next term of court 
after the indictment (or perhaps to the term after) whereupon the prosecutor 
came in and moved for the indictment to be dismissed, or indk>a-te-d-fehart- 
indicate that he declined to prosecute on it. Probably two-thirds or more 
of the indictments were disposed of in this manner. 

Over the five terms covered by this survey, there were only 
eight jury trials. Six of these were in the May 1844 term. Six of these 
trials (all six) were held on a single day and all six (three for selling 
liquor without a license, one for purgery, and two for minor crimes) 
resulted in verdicts of not guilty. The May 1845 term saw the acquittals 
in the indictment for the murder of Joseph Smith. And the October 1845 term 
saw the not guilty verdict in the case involving the Mormons accused of 
riot in the destruction of the Expositor. Over a 2-1/2 year period these 
were the only jury trials in criminal cases in the Circuit Court for Hancock 
County. Over that same period of time there were about 40 indictments. 



It appears that less than one -third, or in any case no more 
than one-half of the court's business in these two week terms was 
devoted to criminal matters; the balance was to civil cases. 



Page (x) -- Dismissal of Charges 

The States Attorney frequently refused to prosecute criminal 
cases. For example, on May 22, 1844, the States Attorney stated that he was 
unwilling to prosecute Martha Jolley upon an indictment for adultery. So she 
was discharged. In this case the States Attorney apparently did not refuse 
to prosecute the man on that indictment. Circuit Court Record, Hanco ck County, 

Book D, page 114 - 115. 

Very likely this was because of some technicality in the indictment. 
Thus, page 128 of the source mentioned above contains this entry: 

People v. Joseph Smith - Indictment for Adultery and Fornication: 
"This day came the States Attorney and says that he is unwilling 

further to prosecute this suit on the indictment found herein, 

heretofore, whereupon it is ordered that the said defendant be 

discharged and that he go hence without day. " 
On that same day the Grand Jury made a presentment of another indictment against 
Joseph Smith for adultery and fornication. 

On May 20, 1844, the States Attorney disposed of indictments 
for larceny and bigamy, striking them on leave to reinstate. Other indictments 
were stricken in October 1844. In May 1845 -- Indictments were stricken on 
leave to reinstate for the crime of perjury. In October 1845 indictments were 
stricken on leave to reinstate for adultery, riot and embezzlement. In May 1846 
indictments were stricken on leave to reinstate for false imprisonment, larceny 

frty (5), and riot. 

Page 89 of the above source contains this entry in the dismissal of 

an indictment for selling liquor without a license: 



"This day came the States Attorney and says he is unwilling to 
further prosecute this suit. Whereupon it is ordered that the defendant be 
discharged and that he go henceforth without day. M 



Chapter on History 

On 5/8/68 I examined in the Chicago Historical Society a brigade order 
signed June 25, 1 44 by General M. R. Deming, by O. Skinner, Aide de Camp, 
ordering Colonel Williams to come to Goldens Point. This is the order that 
brought the Warsaw Tropps from Warsaw to Goldens Point, where they were 
met with the Governor's order disbanding them. This shows that Deming 
commanded the brigade in which Colonel Williams' regiment was included 
and that O. Skinner, later counsel for the defense, was Aide de Camp in that 
brigade. (The write-up on Skinner is page 322). 



RESEARCH TO BE DONE 

1. Stanley Kimball's article in the Spring 1971 Journal of Illinois State 
Historical Society refers to Truman G. Madsen's study "The Assassination 

of Joseph Smith. " Have we examined this to see if it gives us valuable information? 

2. The same source refers to Kenneth W. Godfrey's dissertation discussing 
the causes of Mormon and non-Mormon conflict in Hancock County. Are we 
familiar with this? 



E*id-jaL^4*et^^ 22 History 

Be sure to cite George R. Gaylor, "Governor Ford and the Death of 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, » Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society, 
Volume 50, pages 391 to 411. I have a copy. One useful quote is: 

"It was well-known that the most rabidly anti-Mormon 
contingent of the Militia was this very group [the Carthage 
Grays under the command of Captain R. F. Smith.] (Page 400) 



The quote from Frank Wia rrr J on page 403 also is colorful and 
useful, especially in view of what we will later write about W*&J£Bed* 



Page 405 states that "there is little doubt that the Warsaw Regiment 
of the Illinois Militia furnished the men who planned and carried out the attack 
upon the jail. Also, little doubt has remained that the Carthage Grays were 
in collusion with them. " 



The Attitude of the Mormons 
Papers I copied at the Illinois Historical Survey casts light on this 
subject. A handwritten, unsigned "Proclamation from the Governor" dated 
Quincey, June 29, 1844, asks the Militia to "be in readiness with 12-days 1 
provisions to execute his orders without delay. The Military of Hancock 
County are not included in the special call. " 

By an order signed by Thomas Ford and dated Quincey, June 30, 1844, 
General Demming was ordered to use his forces to protect Nauvoo. The 
Governor states, "I am afraid that the people of Hancock are fast depriving 
themselves of the sympathy of their fellow citizens, and of the world. I 
strictly order and enjoin on you that you permit no attack on Nauvoo or any 
of the people there without my authority. " 

Another communication which is signed by Orson Spencer and undated 
assures General Demoting of the Mormon's intent not to go to Carthage but to 
stay on the defensive. 



r^ife'L 17> Denuding in Command of Troops 

I have a handwritten memorandum signed by Brigadier General 
M. R. Demming addressed to the Messrs. Smith, dated June 26, 1844, at 
Carthage. This note shows that Demming commanded the troops at the 
t)»igl. His note indicates that he has made provisions for them to receive 
visitors at the jail without further inconvenience. An attitude of courtesy 
and dignity is evident in the communication. 



The Reminiscences of Eudosia Baldwin March printed in the S pring 
1971 issue of the Illinois State Historical Society, contain a detailed account 
of the killing of Joseph Smith. This should definitely be cited among our 
sources. She was intimately acquainted with these details. For example, 
she was a sister to the wife of S. Otho Williams, who was an officer of the 
Carthage Grays and one who aligned the troops to march them to the aid 
of the guard at the jail when the mob appeared to kill the Smiths. She 
relates being present when he came into the room to get his sword and go 
out and call the men to order. 

Pages 52 to 53 of this source also quote eye-witness account 
by J. H Sherman, which is particularly impressive and helpful. 



Misc. kt. 

Mormon Settlement. 

Gregg, Prophet of Palmyra, page 156, states that the heaviest 
Mormon settlements outside Nauvoo were in La Harpe, Plymouth, Macedonia, 
Green Plains, and Montebello. 




Joseph Smith Indicted for Perjury 

Gregg, Prophet of Palmyra, page 239, states that in the court term 
held in Hancock County in May, 1844, Joseph Smith demanded trial on the 
perjury indictment. 



Mob From Warsaw 

Gregg, Prophet of Palmyra, page 283, states that the mob came from 
Warsaw Militia. 



Source of Mormon Conflicts 

Joseph Smith's nephew, named Salsbury, has an article in Volume 8, 
No. 2 (1950) page 281, of the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society 
on the Mormon War in Hancock County. He states that the Mormon conflicts 
were political, not religious. 
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Augustine Spencer 

Keith Huntress, Murder of An American Prophet, page 113, reproduces 
the Writ of A rrest on the Charge of Treason of Joseph Smith. The Writ was 
issued on the oath of Augustine Spencer. This shows that this particular 
Spencer was a rabid anti-Mormon. 



Account of the Murder 

Keith Huntress, Murder of An American Prophet, pages 146 to 159, 
gives Thomas L. Barne s' account of the murder. This was written to a 
doctor in 1897. The following statements of Barnes are of special interest: 

1. He denies that he had anything to do with the murder. 

2. He said he thought some of the citizens of Carthage were parties 
to the murder, that just before the murder he was asked to go 
out along the road toward Nauvoo to see what was happening. 

He went in company with John Wilson and Dr. Morrison. 

3. One of the guard told him that the guard had fired blank cartridges 
over the heads of the mob when they arrived at the jail. 

4. "It is said that there he gave the hailing sign of the distress of a Mason, 
but that did him no good. 11 

5. Individuals from Carthage and Warsaw who planned to make an armed 
attack on Nauvoo met at Golden 1 s Point about six miles below Nauvoo 
along the Mississippi River and camped overnight. 

6. He refers to a friend living in Nauvoo: "He was what was called a 
Jack Mormon, viz. an old citizen that was friendly to the Mormons 
and opposed to the way the anti-Mormons was doing. " This friend 
was named "Bedell". 



Miscellaneous 

The states census of 1845 showed Hancock County to be the 
most populous county in the state with 22, 559 inhabitants, and Nauvoo the 
largest city with a population of 11, 036. 

Source: Flanders, Nauvoo, Kingdom on the Mississippi (1 965) 

Citing reports made to the Senate and House . . . 1946, page 70; Charles J. 
Schofield, History of Hancock County (Chicago 1921) page 1103. 

Nauvoo 

Pages 212 through 241 of Flanders,/ Kingdom on the Mississippi , contain 
a good summary of Illinois politics, inahe 1830's and 1840 f s, with 
particular emphasis on the role of Nauvoo and the Mormons. 

Page 221 states that jealousy over the Mormon vote arose in 
Hancock County after the election of 1840. The old citizens realized that 
the Mormon voting strength was potentially greater than their own and 
proposed a new Mormon vs. anti-Mormon political polarity. The beginnings 
of the organized anti-Mormon political party occurred in the spring of 1841 
stemming from agitation of the Warsaw Signal . A citizens meeting was held 
on June 19th at Warsaw to elect delegates to a county anti-Mormon convention. 



Miscellaneous 

Page 324 of Flanders, Nauvoo, Kingdom on the Mississippi , 
summarizes the efforts to repeal the Nauvoo Charter. The clamor began 
in December 1844 and the Charter was revoked on January 29, 1845, by 
a bu-partisan vote of 25 to 14 in the Senate and 75 to 31 in the House. 

Reference: Same as above. 



Miscellaneous 

There is a roll of names of the Carthage Grays in 7 DHC, 142-43. 
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TRIAL MAY 19-28, 1845 



Murder June 27, 1844 



Documents relating to the 
Morman troubles 

Given to Thomas C. Sharp 

ed. Warsaw Signal 



^sed^f^w im Mauj H(>% a 
i&\$C*ftf+ line by //^e a^to/ u^cLe_ 

is ^TL\nJrC 7L*il Istoi" ^a-^ fcU 6 



The People Witness 



Joseph Stanton 
Jonas Hobart 
Walter Bagley 
William MfDaniels 

John Payton 

Benj . Brackenberry 

Wm. Garrett 

Tom Ford 
Marian M. Hamilton 

Thomas Dixon 

George Walker 

Piatt Fairchild 

John Taylor 

Eli H. Walker 

Wm. Hauk 

Henry Mathews 

Michael Barnes 

Lins Stout 

Robert F. Smith 

Franklin A. Worrell 

John D. Mellen 

John Wilson 

George Backman 

Cantfield Hamilton 

Joseph Hawley 
Chancy Hughes 
William Baldwin 
Eli H. Williams 
John Morrison 

Morrison 
B. S. Samuels 
David BCttersworth 
Geo. Thatcher 
Thomas L. Baines 



Henry Stevens 

Dearbourn 
Jennings 

ElizGraham 
George Singler 
Thomas Roberts 
Theodore Boardman 
R. F. Tobias 

W d Fr/A^?)tfb appointed by the Court 
William Abernathy 
Thomas H. Owen 



Deputy W rt neuuog E^tSQtS Xj>po/*Wal Ixj 

Erastus Auston f 
E. A. Bedell 
Samuel Fleming 
Lewis Pabison 
Samuel A. Smith 
T. C. Ingersoll 



Peo* (e vs /H d v ith e f a / 

UJl4ft€lS Jonas Hobart - ^ives in Carthage 

Smith was killed on 27 June 
1844 about 5 o'clock P.M. - Knows but 
little about the transaction was present 
in front of the jail. Was at home at 
the time it committed^ Went over as 
soon as possible - heard the firing but 
did not see it. ^xamined Smith after 
he was shot in the right breast in the 
abdomen and in the left prtwri»» > $UoOlAer 
There were I suppose 150 men present 
I saw no Gtt» that I knew and 
did not see any of the defendants 
It might have been two oooond s from 
the time I went to the jail before the 
crowd retreated it could have been 
over that time heard no/ pC^OtA say 
that they had killed him - they ovon 
armed with muskets and spring breech 

rifles - saw nor heard any commands 

given - Suppose about $b guns be e n LJ06 
fired. 
2 . John Peyton 

I was part of the day on 
which John Smith was killed at home 
I saw all the defendants some in 
Warsaw and some between ^here and 
Warsaw - Saw Davis & Aldrich in 
Warsaw early that morning we 
^ rij^ to take up the line of march 
oldens Point we went p art of 
^ way and on then discharged 

about 500 «5S from War«BB 
Grover, Sharp & Williams 



Sharp made a speech to 

noTrecollect all he said 

e <tfcr(t\~He said Joe Smith was 

"9 in custody the mormons would 

all the County officers and that he 
would be ii^gd k within himself 
he said nothing about killing Smith 
or ' what s hould be done with him 
Aldrich had before that time bCOT" 



for volunteers to come to Carthage 
I do not know what they e*7T*n going 
to Carthage for - I do not know m 
commander! - Aldrich commenced 
making a speech setting forth the 
grievances of the people as we held them 
I will tell all I know about it 
Sharp said that the mormans had 



the power of the county and 5^1 

A 



and S^ld- 



that what was done must be done 

quickly -wrt that the Governor said so — Aldrich 



commenced making the speech 

Davis started home and I saw him 

some distance from them did not 

hear him give his reasons for going home 

did not hear Williams say a word 1 , j 

he was on horseback his horse was ~rii i km*\ hi 

black or white but do not know 

what its colour was — This was on the 

27th June 1844 about 12 o'clock - it was 

at the railroad shantee - Williams south 

west - Al in Warsaw - 



[ George Walker 

Hm pwr fr ' o f the day 
Smith was killed I saw Williams 
Davis and I think Grover I saw them 
at Warsaw and at R S - heard Williams 
say (I was in one of the advance companies 

Co l .Wm. after having been in the rear came 
to the Jr&£L ) and *mm iiJSi had done all 
he could - he said something about 
coming to Carthage j^jc^g not sa Y what 
a call was made for do hot know 

a. c*>cs><<i 6e <EP 

who made it = Davis^ h§ < wouh 3 ^ 

A 

if he was going to kill a man who 
was confined in jail— I did not 

sec wwerra 

lt*ow whether -of the defendants 



to Carthage - E. Walker & Hampton Loftis 
& RV^oodiworth - I did not hear 
the killings of the Smiths publicly 
talked of that day - Davis started 
toward Home - Did not see Brackenfee 
berry that day - Did not see Al 
baggage waggon that day - I do not 
know that I did see Fullers wag^m 
that day if his wagd# was there that 
day I did not see it. 
Franklin A. Worrell 

I was in town that day 

Saw Smith ki il^4. did not see 

any of the J ufUjj^iyTli ■ the£was 100 or 200 

the^e were there from 3 to 4 minutes 



there were some disguised. Saw Smith die 

Suppose it was a minute. I suppose 

I saw no person on horseback - after the 



4. 



5. Balwin L. Samuels 

I was in town on the 27 
was not a^" the Jail at the time 
they were killed. Saw Williams & Sharp that 
evening and I think Aldrich before 

they (were ki lled and I think Williams 

at the time. Sharp at the same time. 
I think A I el i m m* was with them but am 
not certain. Col. Williams went down 
with the Greys. Did not see wmmmmm 
on horseback. S Wsls in a buggy. 



6. George Bachmann ^ 

I saw WiWinwi nndiuAiiljy inii in town on that 
day before the firing some 15 or 20 minutes. I saw 

Aldntaih & Col. WMNNmws when we were going to 

I did again see WMpUmmb that day. Heard 
say anything about the matter when 
I first saw Aim mnh he had eaten his dinner. 



5. 



Standing on the steps when I first saw * 
^Jl5aW him I never *£ t 2*£m to that miiA^hiUj^ 



7. John D. Mellen 

Knows nothing about 
the matter - He was in Westbc r n ^ pi pi w jggm mm* 
Massachusetts - and arrived in Warsaw on 
the 1st day of August. 



8. Canfield S. Hamilton 

I live in Warsaw and 
kept Tavern thel^at the time and 
was at home that night. A large 
no of people did not call at my house 
for supper later - Saw Sharp G.D. at 

about 8 o'clock at the time the was 

theK^- I was there at the time and went 

down CTJ in a carriage did not 

see them on the road.- I went down i A ; a 

in a aarriage - Williams never told me 

that he ImtmT^ Sharp came out with 

me about 7 o'clockk. AtataMbfrk all that morning 



9. Eli H. Williams 

I live in this town was 
here on the day Smith was killed 
I was at the jail a few minutes 
after Smith was killed. Saw no person 



6. 

whom I knew except the persons wlilcfc. 
went up with me. I saw AMM^ Wi^MEtaiinB & Shavgt 
on that day. A3lWft# and W *i Wwm» a very short time 
before the firing commenced. I saw Sftmpf* h a 

a short time before that time - 

on the N.W. Corner of P. S. Cfobiub S*frJZkAe £7 



I heard tt3fltlt<h# > of them say anything 
about the firing. I did not see W 
go to the ^Jail - it was a short time alter 
after the firing commenced before the^ 
C. G. got to the Jail. I am not Capt«** 
of the Cowp— jl . I do not recollect whether 
I saw a person on the court house before 
the firing commenced - there was firing 
after Smith fell after he fell out Of^^ 
window - I have heard none of the Mntoto 
speak of it - I saw no person that 
I know - I did go to the Camp that 
night. 

10. Franklin A. Worrell 

Were the guns of the guards 
at the jail loaded with blank cartridges 
he declined answering the same on 
account of its Criminating himself. 

11. William M. Daniels 

On the Smith was ^ 

killed I was both in Warsaw mak in 

place in Warsaw on that morning 
it was understood that the troops 
were to march to Nauvoo by the order 

say that I saw Sharp that day in Warsaw 



7. 



the troops started from W iw r u&w in the 
morning, we marched to the *Wf%~n/> 
of the Jt mfrmmmi - Disbanding orders were read 
there by Col. W rtli^B - 3 *— p made a speech 
to them. Do not recollect of any other person 
making a speech but S fcnu p . I cannot 
recollect all of it - S li wi p spoke of the 

necessity of getting of the Mormons 

he spoke of the necessity of killing the 
Smiths wanted them to march through 
wanted the troops to come to Carthage 
wanted Captain D m i i m to come with 
his Company. D mtim said he would not 
do it - D m i i m* told them if they wanted to 

go to Nauvoo wmm they had started 

for he wouldrrtJlL go with them. D— hi said 
he would go home and they called him 
a damned coward. Said they would never 
elect him Captw** again. I do not 
recollect that I heard Col. VH&Hmmm say any- 
thing theJiP about coming to CCatthage 
do not recollect hearing Aldrich say 

anything about - Grover said if 

vJoold - 
no other person wmmm 1 a go along and started 

off - I came within 4 miles of Car- 
thage with them - there was a call 
made at the railroad for volunteers 
to kill the Smiths this was 10 or 12 
miles from Carthage - we were 
at R. R. about Noon. Some of the 
men carrie d their arms jgfr Some fciit'.them 
in the baggage waggons - Some U)Cfr& 
on horseback. Some on foot. Slawp and WMMiMi on 
horseback - Gmmt on foot . 



There were between ^ft and 100 started 

this way the&«MK> two or I te T ' ^ baggage 

waggons along - I left Iwwh about 4 

miles from here they were then 

scattered along - I think fa left them 

first - I cannot say whether alone or notb 

I do not recollect to have ****** W iilHiu w b after we 



left the R. R. u ntil in Carthage. 

remained with us until we got 
within 4 miles of I can't say 

that I saw Stow* after I left the R. R. 
not at all - I saw G mmmm untill within 
4 miles of Carthage - four miles from 
♦here the wagons left the road the men 
turned up the hollow - I do not know 
whether Dmmkm came up to the baggage wagon 
or no - the men turned off a hollow 
to the left of the road which brought 
to the point of timber - I came straight 
to Carthage - I got here some few 
minutes before the company and went 
to the Jail. Did not see any of defendants before 

came up. Do not know who 
was there did not speak to anybody 
went the* to see what they were 
going to do - Saw the guard at the 
jail. They did not speak to me 
Some were pn one side and some Off 
the other - I did not speak to the 
guard because I knew that^JI knew 
as much about it as anybody • 
else - I understood that the {|«mm^ nAjrdLXti 



went to be loaded with blank ^ 
cartridges - I# was several minutes 
after I got there before the main 



9. 



body got up between 10 & 15 - thefle 
were guns fired before the troops 
got up two or three - Ifrttas not 
know^t how far the troops were from 
the jail when the guns were fired. 
Some of the men had their faces 
blackened a little with powder others 
wiped their faces with their hand^P 
black and done it 



I was 




they were carrying their guns - I saw 
Jo Smith when he fel<i from the 
window - I£was in the middles 



he was not shot when he fell 
^ i do not know whether or not 
but think not. I was but a 
short after he fell before they left 
— then three or four guns fired 
after he fell. #Did not *m» A Hn nil or S 
at the jail or Dmm i mm 1 saw Grover 
he was running towards the door 
of the jail before the killing. Just 
as they were approaching the house 

Saw Col. Williams at the jail 
but not when I first went 
there - the first I saw of him 
he was right there a little on his 



of the road when he fell * think 




middle of the 



9k 



10. 



The Carthage Greys were E of Williams 
I saw Williams before the firing. They 
had not trnTYi^gTree into the jail - 
I saw Grover again during the conflict 
but not after - I did not hear G say 
anything - Williams told the 
mob to rush in, boys thene is no 
danger and hollered for them to come 
round on that side to the window wmd 
said when they did J^o shoot the 
scoundrel^r. I do not recollect to 
have seen W mi bmm after - I went that 
night to Mr. Scott's on Bear Creek. 
I saw Smith after he was shot «**t 4* 



supposed he was dead - they had 
not all left thew then - the men 
had been drinking and acted like they 
were drunk - 

- did not «rite the book with 

my name upon it, it was written 

by Lyman 0. Littlefield Some of 

it before it was written - I saw 

511 at- 

the light it was a wmmk lifeftt right 
at their bodies - I related to Littlefield 
substantially as I have since related - 
I am a cooper by trade. I am 
from New York am 24 years of age _ 
have been in Il li noi s 8 jm*. lived in 
rii«ij|i before coming to this county - 
W ra : was between the - ^AAi 



tjie jail not very near the /jail. The Ureys did not geT to 
-tl*Q jail until the mob had 
left and I left town immediately after 
this occurrence. 



11. 

I livei about 3 miles from Augusta. 



Cross Examined: ^ ~*>b 

haaJ* been there about a year^ reside^ in 



Nauvoo. . I had been there four days 
^ rX f** e^ v gjW boats stopped while there. 
I thought I would stop there. The Ohio 
did not come when I 



When the tana fro ewho I did not go on 

I did not belong to any 



Company of Missouri - I volunteered 

in Davis's Company - I had a 

ItJbJ 

gunj4wrt no bayonets. I don't 



know who I reported myself 
Dofttt know but joined 
Company - I knftw before I joined 
the Company what they intended to 
murder the Smith's. I heard 
this from the officers - Grover 
Aldrich, Davis^Williams - - 
They all said something but, can't 
tell what - They were to send 20 
men to Carthage to kill the Smith's. 
This was on the ggjrftfl£ ground the 
night before. I could see its members. 
I think there were 1/2 doz. in company 

talking - I walked up to them 

talking - some saw me some didflttfc 

not. They did not stop but went 

on talking - X WlxX \A(?t th ety joined the 

company - They were out in the 

open ground in a noisy t&lkAgg 

and continued talking when I 

stood by - they did not WLoit&i/l 

( two lines torn) 



I could not have left Warsaw 
without being prevented - I had 
before left Warsaw flpfe returned-HO 
*mE*r~ryr*e prevented me from going 
or going on boat - They put me 
under guard that night - they had 

me and put me under 
guard - They turned around after 
they saw me - D >n ?t lmufl who talked 
to me - - They did not speak to me. 
I don't know if any w25£^person 

under guard - I don't know how 

many men guarded me. The whole 

company would nmtlifa/C me 

I laid down and went to sleep. 

There is statements in book I made 

I don't kngw^if any fact in this 

book butf^ml»I did not 

i cr 

give^the manuscript* myself 

took printing to Quincy 

If I went to tell the 

fact through^ they would be the 

same substantially as in the 

£ook. I came up with company 

within 4 miles of Carthage. 

I got Phelps to put the advertisement 

in Nauvoo Neighbor. I understand 
the notice of the book is a correct 

description of the affair the 5&<M€ as 

I S&uld tell the _ 

Volunteers were called for to come 
to Carthage to kill the Smith's 
in disbanding troops - men disbanded 
early in the morning cannot say 
how early — 



20 men started before I did 



for Carthage. After the Governor's 
orders came, they vr-mt for the first 

20 men 

up for volunteers. I do not 
know who went off on the white 
horse ^ He did not return - The mene 
came back to the wiutmnft r mS t w 
rail road. I did not hear the 20 
men 5gj Kfetfe jti^^ kagd- They 
were talking said they did 

not know what they were going 
for, others did say they knerw - 
I had not been discharged from 

a near 

my m i i * - they kept a file of 
SO 

men guarding I could not 

go out. I was a prisoner 
when I joined the Company - 
Aldrich and T^iiaffif^ere on horse 
back - I did not see these men 
afterwards that day nor did I see 
Williams till I saw him at 
the jail - Sharpe made speech of 
the rail road - he was sitting on 
his horse - he the m to kill 

the Smith's to get rid of the mormons. 
He wanted them to kill the Smith's 
Littlefield put the grilling in the 
book. Sharpe fiaidtfcber.news 
would mm iw p Nauvoo and. they would 



kil l the Governor - ^hj ^ffi ^said 

l& ^HaF*^ killed Smith's the mormons 

would kill and they would 

FohJ 

get rid of and Mormons, too - 



til *u**tl>J 14 * 

Don't remember he we y guu q - anc U . 
don't Remember w twm 

did it. all — » » . Littlefield filled 

up ft fieardi>t7the lion in his den. ,f 

The troops seemed pleased with it - 
Some did not - Troops cheered him - 
no one seemed willing to start 
till Grover went forward - 80 or so 
in all came. I ren^them 
over as they came within jaul - Therfe 
84 - in number. Aldrich 



left about 4 miles back and came 
on. I did not see him for 4 miles 
back. Did not see him when he 
left. Did not see him anymore 

about four miles back ^ 

was called - did not see Aldrich 
leave Company. Don't know when 
he went — Did not see Williams 
after leaving railroad till saw 
him in Carthage.^ & \AaJMa S^T 
BMd a Carthage Grey Coat O^l CJZAM.e* 
out to the lia/'fiut^ place 4" had 
communication with Aldrich - 
gaye him a line. Aldrich told 
' — ? contents a loud - read it off 



a loud to Company - the letter is 
contained in the book that Aldrich 
read a loud - I made my statements 
to Littlefield about Williams 
as told in the Sook . I made 
an affidavit of the same facts - 
I now remember I did see Williams 
before we got to Carthage - we get 
some milk at a house - 



I did not come -a long - to Carthage 

cQme with me after we 



15. 



left the Company 4 miles back - 
they said nothing to me about them 
killing the Smith's, The troops 
permitted me to leave wktmm I numwc 



to Carthage - I don't know what I 
said anything to them at the 
railroad - I put my guns in the 
wagon at the railroad - I don't 
know that anyone knew that 
I was opposed to the murder of the 
Smith's— I told them that if the Augus ta 
troojS were with it would 



not be so - I did. not n^ii c 4ll4-~*4^ > 
any effort to get to Carthage before 
them. I knew they knew all 
about it - the Greys - I heard them 
at Warsaw say the Carthage Greys 

oje*e i p(ot* 

m** in the *feb. When I got to 

Carthage I went immediately to 

the jail. I stood in road in front of 

the jail. I baww the guard there - they 

were inside the enclosure - don't 

know how long the troops stopped at 

the jail, mmyim 15 minutes. When the troops 

came up to jail they had a scuffle 

clinched two of them - the guards fired - 

I was in front of the jail all the time. 

I did not go inside the enclosure at all - 

could not get into jail without going 

over enclosure. - About 8 or 10 feet 

from jail to enclosure - I stood about 

middle the street - 



I went up to the fence - near the 

corner. I saw 1 or 2 wounded men 

saw 2 wounded men - Think £ I 

saw 3 wounded men - Did not 

see more than 3-1 had seen 

before in Warsaw - Wills was one of 

them. Don't know the names of 

the rest. One went out into the street 

all 

Wills - I saw his arm was shot^to 

pieces - Don't know that they were 

mortally wounded - never saw 

W€fh since - did not see the 

wounds of the other 2 - saw the 

blood coming out of arm "trm* 

sam wm + shot him. fle grin no 

shot through the door - When 

the call was made to go as to the 

window I went up that way toward^ 

Col. Williams. The men went over 

<mw to the window. I don't know 

how the wounded men got away 

except they went off on foot - 

Voorhes was shot in the Shoulder 

He shot, afterwards, Smith holding 

the gun in both hands - Saw Smith 

when he fell out the window - 

He fell out - saw him n that 

window body out hung 

by hands or feet - No person shot at 

him whidfe hanging there. Williams 

told them to shoot him - by 

in back and turned over on his face 
on ground - one man rushed up 
to him said Old Joe, I know you 
This is Old Joe - held him up had' 
not been shot then think he had 
fainted - 



17. 

While he hung in the window, all 

was pretty still - Man set him 

by the well curb and left him. This man 

stood S. E. direction from him - 

3 or 4 men shot at him, I think 4 

they were at the fence - 10 or 12 feet 

from him. All fired at the same time 

pretty much. Don't know whether 

Smith had his eyes open or not - 

I saw him give no signSof pain 

I did not isee any signs of recovery 

in him. I did not tell Littlefield 

that Smith's eyes rested upon those 

who shot Smith - Voorhes was one who 

shot at Smith. I saw the light which 

at the jail shorty after Smith was 

shot. about 1/2 - 2 minutes after 

he was shot. The light was like Ml 

flash poping by his body. No one 

went to him after he was shot 

and no person ^ u A d S et to hi** 1 

saw, him move, istoe^ person,, mm toi iglwl — * tClAt^€ 



light frightened men 
could not get to Smith. I w tf&JCJ** 
C&\-Wtt*(Cfl iwi^mistaken in book. I put 
the advertisement in paper. The book 
is the same about as I would tell 
it off Williams told them to run 
for the Carthage Greys would be on 
them. They carried off the wounded, 
men - I cannot say how many 



car rjLe cMt hem off. I ^SHFff k I h e y 
had mlm carried off. 



mistaken. I went to Scott's - 
knew him before. 



I talked with Scott about it 

I did not tell Scott I a£sistddlt*»|tf 

killing Smiths. I went home 

near Augusta, the next day. 

They were up all the night at 

Scbfct's - no person left with 

me at Scott's. I never tfcld any 

person I assisted in killing Smiths 

nor that I assisted in holding 

the guard while Smith's were 

killed. I stayed that night at 

home. I had no conversation 

at Scott's with any other person 

about killing the Smith's but m L 

Scott . Smith n ever ^ kwSmmm&mm 
£jp£A/ta cu^ of water to me. I dreamed 

it . I got to Quincy about 6 July - 
I remained there until about here 
in the fall - Have remained at Quincy 
until 6 or 8 weeks passed. 
I ta]/£d with Wmmm English 
about this matter. I told English 
for attending this matter five 

hundred I would get. I 
told him I had been offered 
$500, but not by the Mormons. 
Southwick said I was a fool for 
selling myself. He said he would 
give me $450 for my 
^^j*trmm* . He advised me to go away. 

I so did Tavern keeper , h is name 

Conyers. He thought they wouldl 
kill me. I never told English 
I was to get $500 for swearing but, 
I told him that I could get $500 
for attending to it. 
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I know McLane and Seabold. 
I never told them that I was to get 
$500 for swearing in this case. 
I have had conversation with them 
about this matter. I never told 
them that I did not know who 
killed the Smiths. I hasonever offered 
$2,500 not to appear. I do not know who 
who they were who offered me money. 
I never have seen them since. 
It was when I lived at Quincy - 
This was before last term of this 

court. It was in Quincy on 3rd. 
Street - They met me in the street - 
They asked me flho I was -^1 told 
them. They offered me *^ money . 
They were goung men - not grey 
headed ordinary size - only saw 
them a minute - They t old me their 
businessShowed me some 
money $1,000 in larid in New York $500.00 
money if I ^mitou *c appear «an (^g^w 
court - only saw them a minute. 
This was about noon - Didn't know 
what time of day it was - It did 
not worry me much. I thought 
it was a good deal of money to offer 
a man - I did not take notice 
how they were dressed. It was 
not very cold weather. I didn't knpw 
whether they had hats or caps on - 
I wheeled around and went off 
Give them to understand I would 
not take it - 
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I did not stop when people came 

up to me. After I was going off they 

move- 
called to me showed **** money 

looked like silver. Had it in his 

right hand. I said nothing but 

went off. They meet me ****** ci&UXtA 

near the corner of Jersey and York Streets 

in Quincy. They had been to the 

town and inquired for me. 

I mentioned this the other day. 

r?jr 

I told it to Rice and Haywood before 
I came up to Court. I did not 
ask the men where they came 
from not what their names 
were - Did not look after them 
as they went off. Do not know 
when they went. I joined the Mor- 
man church not a great while 

before Last court - I know 

M^MjfW ? 
Mr . Mo ilia. He looks like one of the 

\ men who offered me the money. He 

is about the size of one of them 

but I do not say that he is one. 

I do not know whether or not 

I have told English that I had 

written a book and would make 

a great speculation out of this 

affair - the light which appeared 

was like a flash of lightening. 

I have not been doing anything 



Since I have in Nauvoo 

I have exhibited a painting in 
Nauvoo representing this light 
and when asked I have told that 
it was not correct but when not 
asked I said nothing. The painting 
belongs to Mr. Dibble. 



I was home on the day Smith's 
was killed until after dinner. I was 
called upon by Dr. Barnes to go to the 
Country and went about four miles 
north of the road. Dr. Barnes was Capt 
the Rangers. - I saw^ no. person until 
I saw a son of Mr. Ckwm i n L go J n j ■ 



in a lope to Nauvoo. I did not meet 
with the Company who killed Jo Smith. 
None of our Company left and went 
to another place. We were gone 3 or 4 
hours and did get back until after 
Jo Smith was killed. I met 
Bettisworth and Grant going to Nauvoo 
to take the news about 3 miles from 
here - I saw persons coming from 
towards Warsaw. I was 3 miles from 
the persons. - 



John Wilson 





I never heard either^bef ore or 
after the killing the Smith that they 
had anything to do with it - I heard 
it said by drunken lofers and do not 
believe that the defendants knew nothing 
about it 
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Thomas L. Barnes 

I was Capt*w* and had been during the 
excitement t ffi&rtl there^*«* 20 to 30 men. 
I have my comnmmia* from Gen. Deming - I knew 
of no arrangement between the Carthage Greys 
and the mob to kill Smiths - It had been 
intimated to me that the mormons - I was. 
I saw these groops of men coming from 
towards Warsaw. I thought on the Warsaw road 
I do not know whether either of the 
made pledges to the to protect Smith 

in custody. I know t hef Mu 'n Mi^ p le d ge s 
made but as not know that J)ef ^ffiSmmtom were present 
when I saw the men they were about 4 miles 
from they were coming rapidly 



Eli D. Walker 

I was in Warsaw at the railroad 
and at home on that day in Warsaw in 
the morning left with the companies 
for Golden Point - I think it so probable 
I saw some of -d«4^W«m#K in ^jgtrsaw - I 
out with the companies 
troops were there disbanded I think Col. 
Wi l li 9mm read the order as well as I recall^f^ 



m in Warsaw - I came 
to]i-iilroacl ShanteeJ- The 



It would be impossible for. me to tell 

what I did hear that day Www k was 

a call for volunteers that I cannot recollect 

about it - I do not recollect whether 

I saw Grover or no - I saw Sharp 

thej\ do not whether he made a speech 

or no - Do not know whether a 

Company started for Carthage 

Most of the men were below the Shantee 

when I left shooting at a mark 

I heard going to Carthage was spoken of 

Don't know by whom - Davis said 

all that were in favor of going to 

Warsaw and eating dinner at the tavern 
on 

to come mm* he was for the Warsaw dinner. 

Th5S* was a difference of opinion in relations 

to what they were coming to Carthage - I 
, heard some person say that he would 

blow the jail to hel *£ J° not know 
| who he was - I know what my reasons 

for not wanting to come to Carthage *NBP 

as not know* V\A&AS . I think 

I heard Col. WMMMm* say something about volunteers 

cannot say what it - I think I did not 

hear anything about ^ I think I did 

orn paper) Sharp say anything about b 



It was between 10 and 3 o f clock. Sharp & W< 
were on horse back - I do not recollect 
about feeeing Grover - Do not know whether 
A Mvitfc was on horseback - The last place 
I saw Davis was north of Marshfield 
going toward Warsaw alone 
It was said publickly either by Col. 
Captail Ware that those who were going to 
Carthage would advance one step in front 
Col. W#Nkpotsh» was on horseback and he might have 
been on foot too - Col. Williams was qf 
some 50 to 100 feet from the filmi *?mnmmm 
the division took place^ "the EaptflMfei was 
in front when the command to advance 
was given and I believe that Col . WM'Mumw was 
in front to - I should think even between 
40 and 200 when the order was given - thene were 
two companies present - Cannot say whether 



before the troops were disbanded* Col W****»w» or 

CQtM^t^ed— _ 

Gen. Knox mmmmmm n t umtiw i . Col. WvSPMMW read 

the disbhniiMa order. Then^af terwards saw 

that those who would go to Carthage 

would fall in behind the music and 

march around - 1 do not know who made 

the remark about the jail. Wmkft was a 

good said about the mormons, but what 

it was I cannot mmm&m* I did not 

hear Col. Williams raise any opposition to 

coming to Carthage - 
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Thomas Dixon 

On the day Joe Smith was 
killed I was in Carthage. I was mot in 
all day. I came in about 10 - I am 

acquainted with Dimfe**, Sh*rrp>, WMmPtm», AMWMk I am not 
with Gv*ttt*9. I saw Hm^ sdmrnm and StoMp* that day it 
was shortly after I came in^ I saw S«Mkt 

I heard him say nothing about the 
arrangements that were going on. I 
was at the Jail at the time Smith 
was killed^ X as there before the 



firing commenced, 
out west of WmmS 



Mm. 



me men 
o the 

miles from 



jail - was about 1 to 1-1/2 

the men - When I got back I 

saw some persons pretty near the jaul. 

I met some youths who told me 

that the Mormons were coming to 

rescue the prisoners - There was a 

scuffle between the guard and the mob 
The guard all fired - The mob threw 

the guard on the ground - I saw a 
man with his arm bleeding. CDohlt 

know how it was hurt^ ^on f t know 

who he was — BmtSSSk tell whether the 
guard hurt mob or no. Should think 
from the scuffle that there were - 
I have lived in this county 10 or 11 years 
and know a good many of 
the Old Citizens - it might have 
five or ten minutes after I got 
to the jail before the Greys got 



[page torn) \ but I cannot tell 



9* 



\ 



^ Jpaper torn)_ J Col. Williams as I [ * the guard J 
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he was not with the Greys. I did 



not see any of the other 4&f&w6midm at that 
time - I said nothing to Williams 
I saw no man on the ground 
that I recognized except the guard 
until it was all over - I should 
think there were 20 or 30 at the 
jail - They went off west from 
the jail. I think I did take particular 
notice - I saw Smith come out of 
the window Smith - Smith was 



Mm before he fell he raised himself 

against the well curb timmm up one 

leg and stretched out the other mmSSkAAA 

died immediately. I saw nothing 

of the light did not see the men 

parajbyzed and carried away and if it had 

occurred, I certain I should have seen it. 



\ 

•If. . ■ '«KiBa 

ML Eliza Graham 

On the night Smith was 
killed, I was at the Warsaw house kept 
by Mr. Fleming. ^was not 
at home he was in Boston 
Adeline Garoute, Ashbel Genung 
and Mrs. Fleming & several others were 
there - Mr. Sharp came there^ Jt 
was not yet quite dark and 
said that we have finished the 
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finished the leading men of the 

Mormon Church. Said he had come 

from Carthage in less than an 

hour - About 12 o'clock Mrv^JThey 

came and said he wanted supper 

for about 20 men - in a few minutes 

He renewed the order for supper for 

20 more - About 60 men eat 

supper these ^ I saw 

two wounded, one wounded in the 

face the other in the arm. The 

one wounded in the arm came 

and set by the kitchen 

and Grover came with him - I 

saw no drinking that night 

I do not recollect seeing Mr. SJmou 

I did not see Si mj y at supper - 

I did not see W JUMuju* . I saw 

Davis & Grover at supper - 

I knew a good many of the 

people who were there - 

while supper was getting, some 

said he had and others said no 

they had done it - Davis said 

they had finished the men - Grover 

I killed old Joe - They all said 

they had killed the Smiths, made 

no secret of it - they had 

no arms that I saw - part 

of them stood round part stood 

guardcandl paiitrwent up stairs 

to bed - most of them were %^^\J 



(paper torn) there was Y\ 



' rata 
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17. (paper torn) many to breakfast as at 
supper - Davis & Grover were 
regular BoardeBB at that house 
and were not there at supper time. 
Davis and Grover were at the door 
when they called for supper - 
The wounded sat by the stove not 
quite an hour - None came 
and talked to him - I mum the 
man who was funded . He , 
was Willi ams Vmot$ ! &m . His 
parents lived on Bear Creek and 
I had seen him before - 
I heard no person say how he 
got wounded - I heard no person 
say anything about it the nesct • 
morning. #M not know 



how many stood guard — — 
They got to bed about 2 o f clock. 
It was a general talk amongst 
that crowd was about killing 
Smithy I cannot say about any 
any «B!fJ*a' of them. I was in and 
out - When Sharper came Mrs. Fi 
met him in the hall and he 
said he wanted ««9tiktaN^that he had 
come from Carthage in less than 
an hour and that we had finished 
the head men of the morman 
Church - Mr£ Dearborn came 
down when supper was^ nearly 
ready - She helped. get supper 
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The other person wounded was a 
youth about 14 or 15 years oibd. 
Davis said that we had finished 
the head men of the Mormons 
Church - Grover and all the rest 
talked in the same way. 

Cross examined 
I saw Sfetfrvp when he drove up. 
James Gregg was with him 
They were in an open buggy, 
with a lutAfl C?J 3 g d two sea ts in 
it - FlBMNg's house is on the hill 
Sharps house was right 3£jtG*S&> 
the street not right a little to 

one side. 5 had home 

and came stright to the tavern. 
I went to the dinning 
room door. Mr. pft J CB^ weht[ 
into the Hall - All 
when they met was as stated 
and nothing further was said. 
No questions asked - I said 
nothing to Mrs. Fleming or she to me. 
I mentioned it to Mrs. 
I heard Sharp make threats 
to kill the Smiths and the Mormons 

a great many times 

and on that morning it was 
only in the morning after - I 
saw him when he started to Golden 
Point. He was in a horse 



said 



(paper torn) know whose carriage 
it is about 18ioniles from Warsaw 
to Carthage - Do not know what 
was the condition of the roads 
then/^had been a great deal of 
wmmk about that time - It was 
the same day that the Smiths were 
killed that I saw Sfe»»ffr start in the 
carriage and the same evening 
I saw him return in the same 
carriage - About midnight Mr, 
Davis & Mr, Grover came before 
they came I had heard nothing 
more about the killing of the 
Smiths but what Sharpssawd 
Davis & Grover were regular boarders 
a^Jg-. Flemings - Grover breakfasted 
that morning - Did not 



see him after until he returned 

at mid-night - Davis jtafiJ SZaaJ 

at breakfast at Flemings & did 
not see him after until midnight. 



Davis said when he came in CJfe 
have iaOI 

* finished the mmml - Grover 



said I have killed old Joe - 
We had not gone to bed when 
they came. It was not convenient 



for us 



me. It WiiS I1UL UUUVCUJLCUt i 

to set up 
the family had gone to dam^^^g^, 
It was 4 o f clock before I went 
to bed - there was no ^Preparation 
made before they came - Some 
came immediately Into the dining 



cannot tell who came in jdmine room .^7 

chrirj 



DaMe« & G iw e t * came Into d i lAn^ mm m m but did not 

stay ot* until supper was ready. 
Do ngt have many come into the 

ro o m - I did not know a great 
many of them - Cannot name any 
who came into Dining room except 

D ff v A ' B & G mmmt - My attention was called * 




particularly to them D im m m & Gmmm* - I imM HOI 

them ijjgg j h particularly . I set the 

table Mrs . Fimmm& cooked the supper - I had 

no idea that they Mai & G m m mm would do 

had no idea — — - - UJQOtd DO so 

but I noticed them Dw m im & G mmmm most - CteMHlg 
Mi's. Dearborn were there - GenuncT^T 
went out when they came - I 4a* do 

not know which arm h « om V 0t*^&£ 

was wounded in. He complained 
very much of his arm no person 
dressed his arm. The wounded 
did not eat supper that I know 
of - He was wounded in his s#houlder. 
Aunt asked him mmm he was wounded 



\ m ■' " ■i ■ — said in the s#houlder - 

I am certain Grover breakfasted 
there that morning - I saw 
Davis & Grover the night before at 
the supper table and they later 
stayed there all night - I called 
my words . I do not know that 
1 we nt to bed at 4 o f c^^k 
* Grover & Davis fetoN* do 



% whether they tmmm* 



(paper torn) / even some when in 

^ j Grover is the only person 

out of the half of sixty I heard say 
they had killed Smith whose name 
I can recollect - there was but a 
very few persons at Fleming's 
to supper at the usual time - 
I am very certain Davis was not 
the regular supper time 
and am certain he was 

at breakfast - Davis said we 
had finished the men don f t know 
who he was addressing himself 
to at that time - 1 did not 

hear Davis say that he had not 1 
been to Carthage - I did not 
know that the Smiths were 
did except from what they said 



dip except : 



but, at that time two 



leading me n ^ESSJTjp i miiv u was a 

in the contest^but he was not 



a leading man - I do not know 
\ whether there was any light in the 

Hall when Dmm & Gmm* came in - Don't 
recollect whether that night was 
YAbO+A light or dark - The 
youth was wounded on the cheek 
Don't know on which cheek - 
Heard him say he had been wounded 
but he did not say by whom or 
with what - Don't know 
whether there were any troops t 
from Adams County or no - Don r t ' 
know that there was any alarm 



\ 
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in Warsaw that night. I did not 
seen into the yard at Warsaw 
and call on Mr. Key to protect me. 
I never was alarmed and if any 
person thought that I was allarmed 
they were mistaken - Mrs. Fleming 
went to Ouincy on Friday night. We 

bo3 HI 

went on mmm* after night we came 

back on the Tuesday following. 

I cannot recollect whether the night 

the Smith's were killed was dark 

or moon light. I never said I was 

in the Hall door - while at 

Quincy we boarded at Mrs. Dixon 1 s and 

whilest at Quincy I #?R4ed that 
I knew anything about who 

killing the Smith's. I did not 
say in the .presents of Reynolds & 
Warren that I did not know who 
killed the Smith's. I was not 
tell it fear being called as a witness 
while in Warsaw the reason why 
I did not admit that I knew was 
that I feared being called as a . 
witness - I am a member «*ftrof ^6 > 
— Mormon Church have been a ^*^f^t)J!^ 

member five years am not worried 
Benjamin Brackenbury / 

On the day Joe Smith 
was killed, I was on the road between 
Warsaw & Cart hage. I was in Warwp* that 
(paper torn) / about 9 o'clock. They left 

drove a baggage waggon 




thaj 

r 
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(paper torn)/ this wag«» was attached to 
even three, wh iiwp along 



G p »pp ^ l ^og 1 Green Plains fojtyd i 

We got to Until wmil ItwHw between 11 & 12 . We * — ~ — B 

there and eat dinner - I know Col. Williams 



Saw him at nulii i»i h I know A ldi i « h and ^a^ow* 
saw him at nrfili »i - G ** w m* and 

WMMtoB read an order to disband the tj 



After dinner - I heard 1 " 



make a speech lT WiHtu w tJ was on horse 

^ , ft. So wn m;uc- 5 urxs do 

back mm+mmmm m« i ■■■ Ifaui i ib '' Dm r s 

can't recollect what kind of horse 

AWvMi on horseback - Dnmir & G inf wr on foot 



Gpmht called for volunteers to go to Carthage 
to see the Govern** what he the men 

for with public arms in their 
hands for - Did not hear anything 
said about killing the Smith's- \f&{ 
Did not hear Jj) Of" A &f m Ohmp call for 4 
I saw none 'of J^P^feii*^ but Gwmmmm until 



— BOt half way nom B^^w>W*s^(s«-^SA^ (J«t- «otX 

and S litopp - The^ the n left d id not S2MJ fcp StOOdf" 



see them any more until we turned iMtlC 

back •JiSSf about 1 &£ ile frora \ p^i^t^ 

jail mi XSS* Smit^JSSi killed after \ ^e^fotiiC 

I had stopped D came up I don't \ /^>£0*f- M*f//tf£ 

recollect who ^ he y w«b. They saf(/ | C frj friVl 21 

nothing^^fi»*PW satdSflmtbh \ ^ /L 

was a darned stout man he cough him \ fw ™ 
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he cough him G * mw* r fctoQEb struck him twice 
in the face - GTmwmt said he was the 



first map in the^h^use. 1/2 mile 

from t£ere W A ajiama filipgju a AlUi Mb ufc caught up with 



us - I heard ifW.l. m * + 1 d 11 i i nUa^c but Gi 




abput i t^- ^ P W ji^iw w^s i 



say anything ^bgut it^- 
the wagon at 
Will£p~ was wounded in the arm. Voorhes in 
the s^houlder 8c ^^diS^r^in the face. 
I did not know that they b atW any 
other object in V/iecJ UUjt ( OVtC of the 
Carthage Greys brought us a 16tt&c and 
then Burton tpjd me they were 
going to take the Smith's to ^ ^ 
Missouri and W*M d k*AA^ L ?J Uj^BAA 

the troops from jail met us they 

9mm an a run two of the young 

Chittendens turned the baggage wagon ba 

back. I went to Warsaw that 

night Got about 12 when 

I he n i 'i A fciiw l some of the men 

had got in and some men 

coming - Then even a good 

many persons about Warsaw 

House some 20 or 30 I did not 

in did not see wtW wteX¥*&~*& 




"do 

afterwards 0 %m> not know 



do know Gregg. I saw 
him coming out & he 4m*s the first 



that brought the news to me 

(paper torn) hear either dto^SSUSki say any 



v Cgr. Sssm knowing all 

" R.R.I was near 
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(paper torn) — Did .not hear 

WOO id 

* who v mm ti m go to Carthage 
4-0 S^C^^^hen the men 4 miles 
from here left they went to the left 
towards the point ^f^L umber - never 
heard either of ********* * say that they 
were going to kill Smith - 
_ tow i 'Fjuhii i 1 1 1 



I heard no speech made YM 

pm fiprseback at R.R. crossing. This was before 



I came to Carthage - The same pXSS^g i 
me on my way back and they ma tx)S>€ 
thepf on horseback - I am not 
right that they m mm together but 

but they **** in sight of each other 



Grover was in my wagon when 



they passed. I cannot recollect that 

either of them Spoke to G w 1 wmt m* that time 

Grover stated that he wished to come to 
Carthage to see tJie Gaver*o* about the f 0vll£4C 
yJWt> and ^m^tS&t he had given W»bet4cL 
and security for them and was responsible 
for them when the Gr^y^ came up m 
I did not state before the Grand 
Jury that Col. W*M*«** was at the jail 
all the time the men were there. 
I did not state that Col. WhNWpwmb made 
from the jail past my ^^U/^M^ffdVt* 



I-don't think that I statfcdd oef ore 
the Grand Jury that Greggs name 
was James Gregg - It wasM^lf 
an^^^r^afjer Gregg a£fMMUMi before 
&ftwwp^» tllit > mu | ami **il »l ' H% passed perhaps . it was 
more 



37. 

18. F. A. Worrell 

Did not hear W*Mp*— say anything 
ab^gt killing the Smiths. I saw Sharp 

in the morning about 8 'o'clock on the 



meaning on the day Smiths were killed. 

William Smith 

I was on the Grand Jury 
at the last mmm of this cou|rt when the 
Tndictments in this case were found 
on that occasion a Benj umii Brackenbury mm 
was examined the same who testified 
here on yesterday - on that occasion he stated 
that Col. W WaiuiW i was at the jail at the time that 
the Smiths were killed and that he road 
a dark sorrell or bay horse - on thaty^ 
occasion he stated in substance that J** Davis 
was driving one of the baggage waggons 
belonging to a Mr. Fuller and came up 
within a 1/4 or 1/2 mile of the jail and 
stopped and saw Col. WjWliwniu on horseback 
at the jail - He was asked by some 
of the jury whether he was acquainted • % *^ 

with Col. WMMJlaiuuiK Said he was. and IwmhmM to be 
him and he said that he could not 
be mistaken. I think he stated 
~~ out from the 



'pa&^kW- 1 think 

^ Q / J on his return to Warsaw 

' %L J took time D^e*K jj 
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Joe & Hy£^ Smith been 
had hold of them ^WAJb^ 
the jail - I speak from 



a memorandum in writing and from 

memory - the evidence was taken down 

before the Grand Jury and contained a true 

statement of the evidence - These notes were 

taken away by McConnel - I can't say 

that I do recollect all Brackenbury 1 s 

testimony before the Gmmmk Jmm*?. I can't say 

that his testimony before the Grand Jury 

and mm about the entire occasion at the 

railroad was different - Can't say 

that he said anything about Elliott before 

the C guiud^JKiu^ . He said something about meeting 

a man by the name of Smith at the 

Chapman place as they came up he 

said that when they got within 4 

miles^^pm here - the men turned ,to the 

left - he stated before the Grand Jury, 

that a man came out who was said 

to be a Carthage Grey. He see Col. WMMMtanm* • 




statements were 
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and got into his wagon - Grover, Wills 
Vo£e£mm~8^ Gallaher - I do not distinctly 
recollect that he said Chittenden told 
him to put out the baggage and 
back T Do not know that it was Chittenden 

evidence 



B &Sttmmm with the exception of his 
state»»«i* about W wilifiw* at the Jail was pretty 
much the same - He stated before the, 
Grand Jury that the Carthage Grey 
was riding a iron grey 
fcpny - I dpn f t distinctly recollect 
that mm* Jfe state before Grand Jury 
what the Carthage Grey said when he 
came up. 



James Reynolds 

I was on the G m mmi Jury at 

the last time of this cou»t - A uUfaft&S 

by the name of BenjfMMt Brackenberry 

Brackenberry said that he saw 

WMpUmmb was at the jail all the time 

the transaction sitting on a horse - , . » _ 

B uft ii imlnt'iy stated that jjijIjl mwmmmmmUbmmm who 

was said to be a Carthage Grey 



and talked to W iii ii w & H. Stevens and said to 

that mmm was the time of 

■ 

was done - Mr. McConnell 
McConnell was 



^*<$ or the ■ mmmmm ^^ as he told the Grand Jury 
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j$ called on me and said that he wanted 
^ * to make out a testinwfh of witnesses 

^<d$ J never returned it. 

Earkin Scott 

I live 8-1/2 miles south of this 
on the Quincy Road - I know William* 
^It Daniels — i-heap-him-say-on the 

after the Smiths were killed he 
came toji^r house about dark or after 
after mSsk were a good many people 
then I did not notice DMMtf until 
some time a fterwards. His company 
was hmim Pike and Derrick Fuller. 
After a short time I sa*d he was 
tired, I told him to go up stairs 
and go to bed. About 2 O'clock a 
considerable number of l4€X^& IftOf £ C?-* 
gathered in obeying Gov. Ford's orders 
before they got it they VSm fleeing 
towards Augusta - I went up stairs 
and wake up D«w*#a*«&« told him Mr. 
Anderson was not yet gone and that 
they were going and that he had better 
get up and go with him. /fe did get 
up - We went to near Mr. And ■ ■ n ■ n l ■> house 
the doors were shut and we supposed 
they were gone - The first report 
which came ***JT me was that they 
were Missourians who had killed the 
Smiths and I wttndered in htS pt^iSW^ 
if they were all Missourians he said 
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they were not all Missourians. I knjw all 
about it. I was in the Company and 
Frank Worrell the Captain of the Guard 
was hard to manage it took two 
or three men to hold him. That Wi 
waved his sword and struggled 
much. He said I am the man 
who took his sword out of his 
hand and threw it over the fence 
I asked Daniels how he felt to 
see the act said it did 

not move him they ytw^iiy ■■ 
deserved it - He then commenced 
telling me some more, I stopped 
him and told him to keep that to 
himself and the conversation 
gj ^mfeETect stopped 

- He stated nothing about the 
light or the men being paralyzed. 



Derrick Fuller 



I reside about 6 miles south 



of this on the road to Quincy. I have 
seen *fn* Daniels and have 



had conversation with him about killing 
the^miths on the night the Smiths 

killed he caught up with 
me about 1-1/2 miles from^mt^on 
-the road home. I do not know 
that I can tell allhehe said it was from 



he told me there was a company of 
n can 



men ca^ie up to the jail, there was a 



_^^q\?toyrtri then the guard fired on them that 
that they ^rmc a t the guard clinched that 
two or three had hold of Worrell 
that he DotNMB came up and took hold 
of Worrells sword, struck him on 
the hand took his sword from him 
and threw it over the fence in 
the garden, and told us if we saw 
Worrell before he did to tell him 
wmmm his sword was - he told me 
nothing about this marvelous 
light - he did tell me about seeing 
Smith up against the well curb 
or so of the house, but said nothing 
about 4 men shooting him 
he said nothing about 4 men being 
paralyzed 4Mr carried off. 



John Pike \Af M> 

I know JSS. Daniels, when 
I see him I heard him speftk of the 
killing the Smiths I had started home 
the evening the Smiths were killed } 
and before in Company with Mr. 
Fuller and had got up about the 
corner of MH H^w(W^Vj men Mr. 





r , 

Daniels caught/up with us^ /tie went 
from thereto Mr. Scott's on Bear Creek when 
he caught up with us the man was all 
of a bluster and appeared to be tired and 
I asked what was the matter what wort* 
tired him. He said he was in the first 
section of the men who had jumped the 
fence at the jail that Worrell was a 
very stout man, that it took four 
of them to hold him down that they 
could not do it that he raised up 
and drew his sword, that he Daniels 
took hold of it and tried to swing 
it out his hand that W mul did not let 
it go and that he D nwli struck him 
on his arm with his other hand and 
wacked it out of his hand and threw . 
it across the street into the. garden • 
He=sa#d=seme*hing and told me and 
Mr. Fuller that if we saw Worrell 
before himdid to tell him where Jits 
sword was - Saidssomething about 
Davis taking his company and going 
to Warsaw and that they would ride him 
on a rail. He said something about 
a flash of light - Said nothing about 
there being four men carried away. 



to m 
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John Oai U*» ^ /M/ 

I have seen fT^^JDaniels 

I had some conversations about with him 

oiA 

about the killing the Smiths M the 
night the Smiths were killed I slept 
with him that night - He told 

me that orders came from Carthage ,« , , , . . 
Pf€K-hs^x S fra* Ifl ITT fct HUd -HOP r s (Uskwid 3Md evo U^UaQ — 

WattT«e Sn^Vfo ^* 

Estate to me that he was-pl^geTrt^^^^ ^ ^ 

or not_-J3aid that he heard at R^a^HSe*"^-^ OcVV&Skfe s/o S©£ 



Shan <U< that Smiths were killed and 
had come to Carthage to see - He 
riafd they were shot - I was never 
at the Shanie^ in my life - I was 
111 Carthage in the morning left 
before noon hear about the 

Smiths going to be killed in town. 



Coleman Garrett V?J 

Ijj I live in Schuyler County 

I know ilfe Daniels - I have 1 l 1 



heard DMHin say something about his being 
a witness in this case he said he was 
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getting pretty well paid for it. I asked 
him what he was doing he said he had 
quit coopering never expected to 
do any more hard work that he could 
make money easier - He said the 
Mormons were to give him $500 or $600 
dollars at that time that they had paid him 
Some I got 50 «*p*k which he said he had 



got from*ir*a - He said that they were 

. , eA/tcfciiCjC 
to give him this for being wltnuuH P* against 

these men. This conversation was in 

Quincy last H+jJwiSS . I have *known 

Daniels two^ears - I was at Quincy 

marketing feet did not buy - I know 

a man by the name William Mphw&o 

he Dmmmmim told him that the Governor was to 

give him $300. 



Thomas L. English *^ 

I reside in Quincy - I am 

acquainted with WillianuDaniels 

A 

and have been since last July became 
acquainted with him in Quincy - I have 
had two or three conversations with him 

about his being a witness « -> i rf 1 t MinTrt q 

The first N«« ■ I saw him at Quincy he said 
he came from Augnst^he told me he knew 



nothing at all about the killing of the Smiths. 

Said he wished all the Mormons in I11mm*b 

were driven out that he was sorry 

they ever came - He afterwards went to 

Nauvoo and after he came back he told me 

— k£ had 
he had made a great speculation 
A 



by wi fr lii H tt a book about the proceedings 

in Carthage. Why says I, you told me 

you know nothing flMM about it 

Wfell^ says he as long as I can make 

a speculation I will and do you say 

nothing about it he told me 

he had got one hundred dollars in trade 

which suited him as well as money 

why says I, you are not intelligent 

enough to write a A book. Oto- says he, I 

will tell you J^.^MS^chap. 

I will tell you I have p f riencjf to help 

me he said it suited him well 

to enter such a business - 

He told me some time afterwards 

when we went a hunting that he 



was to get $500 <stt to swear against some person 
for killing the Smiths. He LmwtSuim 
no names - he said he was not p mi m 9uh6 
he would take it but he believed he 
Would take the money put it in his 
pocket and go off to the east and have j[ f 

them all he did not care about wbmt GJitfaef 
party I made the remark to him and 
that he was getting into a curious business 
if he did not Hnow anything about it 



47. 

to take money to swear he said that if he had 
not known he could 




It was after the later part of 
August or 15th of September that he got 
$100 for writing a book. 



George SfeffefaflBM^ 

I live in Quincy. I am a 
cooper. I used to be acquainted with 



with him in Chapman's Shop. I had 

a conversation with Daniels about being 

a witness in this case - He told me 

he could make a speculation of 

$500. He gave me to understand that he 

could make that b$ being a witness 

in the case against the defendants. 




worked in the same shop 



Charles Andrews 

I reside in Quincy follow carriage 
painting - I am acquainted with Daniels 

<W»* known him for 2 years - Daniels has 

said somejthings to me about being a 

witness against the men who killed 

the Smiths. He came to my house on 

the 5 or 6th. of July last. Said he was 

just from Nauvoo. He said he had seen 

Joe Smith & Hyram both killed. Said 

he had got some money from 

Emmt^ to hear his experiences. He 

then took a hand full obfct of his 

pocket. Sometime afterwards 

he told me he was offered $500 

to go away - He asked me what I 

thought of it my answer was that 

I would devilish quick go - I asked him 

who offered it to him - I understood 

him by Bedell of Warsaw - He 

said he would stay - He said that 

he could get one thousand from them 

that will says I, suppose they kill 

you which afraid they kill 

you, which^says he my wife will 

get the money, its just as well ^ 



I had no other conversation of any 
Daniels came to Quincy to see his mother 
in town I suppose - 



George McLane 

I live in Quincy. I follow 
coopering. I know Daniels - I never 
worked in the same shop with him - 
Daniels told me on the 27th July last the first 
time I ever saw him - I asked him if he was 



not a son of the man Daniels. He said he 

was - Said that he knew nothing 

about the killing the Smiths that he 

was in Augusta and had remained there 

untill about the 27th July and then came 

to Quincy with the Governor after that 

about 2 months we got in conversation 

again he wanted to know why I worked 

so hard. Said there was no use in l n mul» 

working when he could make 

plenty of money without work. Said that 

he had a prospect in view of making 

money without work and that he had received 

twenty dollars in a letter he did not 

tell me what his prospect was. 

I did not know Daniels before 

he went to Quincy - When I first 

saw him I asked him if he was 

a son of old man Daniels - He said 

arrived there on the night of the 2^th July 1844. 

He spoke of making 4 or $500 by the speculation. 




Abraham .Chittenden 
A 

I recollect the day the Smiths 
were killed - Saw Captwm Grover that morning 
Grover eat breakfast at my son's - I saw 
James Gregg that day as he came in and spoke 
to him he was on horseback riding a 
light grey stud - I believe he was 
just from Carthage - I think he was 
alone. I know he was not riding 
in a two horse buggy with Mr. Sharp 
with him - It is suppesed-te-be near 1/2 mile 
from my house to Flemings - Grover was 
at my son's for no other purpose than to get 
breakfest that I know of - he said that 
the Governor had not us nicely the 

Smiths were dead - The sun was about half an 
hour high when Gregg passed me - I saw 
Sharp after candle fl§B at Rockwells - I saw 
two men from the Governor^ that night. 



E. A. Bedell 

I live in Warsaw I was there^on 
the 27th 1844. I saw Sharp titOf in the evening 
He came in on horseback on 'a cream colored horse 
He stopped at the post office - I never 1 made 
Daniels an offer of anything - I know 
nothing of express being sent to Quincy. 
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John Wl 1 Williams 

I was in Carthage on 

morning of the 27 June last - I saw 

Mr. Sharp here that morning immediately 

after breakfast - He was in company 

with Governor Ford in Gov ^*ftot ^§ room at 

Hamilton's - this was before 8 o'clock I think 

it was previous to the Goves^sw convening 

a council of officers to consider whether 



he would counter jflftwM the order given 

to march to Nauvoo at 8 o'clock that 

morning - I do not know whether 

Sharp was in town at the time of 

that counsel - there had been a very £ reat ^_^e2> 

excitement in the county between the two Sharp 

was talking to the Governor - trying to persuade 

the governor not to disband the troops but 

to march immediately to Nauvoo he did 

not give his reason why he wanted the 
<?ov 

to march to Nauvoo - it was said 

wfit€ 

that there were 600 or 700 troops ibesides 
those at Warsaw. 

E. W. Gould 

I was in Warsaw on the 27th day of 
June last the day on which the Smiths 
were killed in the evening and night. 
I saw Mr. Sharp as he came into 
Warsaw that evening he was riding 
a dark bay horse. It might have been 
sorrell belonging to dead man. 
James Gregg or some person was 

(paper torn) 



o. 
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before he got to I was 

stopped at his own house about 

50 yards from Fleming 1 s. He did not 

go on to Fleming's was not traveling 

in a two horse buggy. I took the 

horse myself. I think to the tavern 

I got in about sun down. I am not 

certain the sun was down - SkMp and Gregg 

separated about 50 yards before they got 

to Sharps house. Gregg turned off to 

the north towards his own house or stable. 

I saw him at his own window 

a moment after. Saw him no more 

that night - if 8 l m m K f*+mt Gregg had come 

to Felming's before dark in a 

two horse buggy, I know I should 

have seen them if they had come 

after dark, I might not - 

my house is immediately opposite 

Fleming's - I was keeping a store in 

my house there is two large doors in front 

of my house which «xe kept open in summer 

and were open that day all the day - 

I remained about Fmiid^m until about 

II o'clock that night, I went from there 
on guard - Some men had arrived 

there that evening and supper was 

all over before I left - This was after 

the regular - This extra supper commenced 

about 9 o f clock it migh^have been 

later but I think - I waited upon 

the table Mr. Key and myself waited 

upon the company - I did not 
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see Captain Grover that night or 
that day - I was at that time 
well acquainted with G iw w - I think 
he could not have eaten supper 
without my noticing. - 



Cross Examined 
Sirnmp* and ^m^mk came in together, came in together 



They came from the east - I did not see 

or hear of - the company came 

I should ^jf^hat there were from 40 to 60 

men supper t^rifi^that nite - I did 

not Davis that night - Myself & Key TJ 

waited on the table - I was in the (C i^cJaGaA 

frequently during the night but did not "~ ~ 

see a wounded man sitting by the store 

with a quilt around him - I was not 

in the house all the time before supper 

was ready - I knew that the company 

had been to Carthage or Golden f s Point 

I think I had got the impression they 

had gone to Carthage - I have no recollection 

to have seen either Gmmmr or Dmw that day 



I think that either D u > p»u or Gwmmm at breakfast. 

I breakfasted - J(Fsometimes 1 u empflftHi b ^ ( Oci^fcxi £ ?3 2tf" 

his .office. I do not know that * _ 

he ever IsmmOffmL - thegea nn am i 1 ■ u m im 3tM TtllSLtPUt lV) 

Warsaw that night - there mtam no ^..\A- .-:z '[ I ( Uf 

ant ■ mn the next night that I know 

of 



Mrs. Ann Fleming 

I recollec.t the day on 

which the Smith's were^to have been 

A 

killed. I was living in Warsaw & my 
husband was keeping tavern in Warsaw. 
I was at home all that evening and 
night - I was in my room when I 
first received the news of their death - 
I did not see S hiwy *w Gregg ride up to 



my door in a light horse buggy. 

I had no conversation with Slww>f» about 

the killing of the Smiths - I had no con 

conversation in my house with Sharp 

at all - I have no recollection 

of Gregg & SlMHPp coming into the hall 

and calling on me for < MBpl**»» g^. KjJ&A&r £ ? j[ 

Did not do so - I remember the 

circumstance of a number of men 

coming then and calling for supper 

I was at that time well acquainted 

with Captain Grover he boarded at my 

house - I did not see him among 

the number who ate supper then. 

that night - Grover did not 

bring a wounded man and ask 

your permission for him to sit 

by the fire - There was a wounded 

man there - I did see the wounded 

man when he first came into the 

kitchen - I do not recollect 

who came into the house with 

him - I do not recollect to have 

seen either Dmm* or Grover that night. 




(Wed.?) see notes 
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CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS, July 27th, 1844. 



At the last main term of our court, Smith was indicted for 
adultery and perjury but no writs ever issued on these bills. 
Why? Read and judge! The Clerk and Shertff are brothers; 
the latter married to a niece of the Prophet, and both we term 
"Jack Mormons;" that is, a class of men who adhere to the Mormond 
for the sake of votes and lucre- a class more to be despised and 
feared that the Mormons themselves. A new election was approach- 
ing- the Sheriff was a candifete for re-election and the Clerk 
for a seat in the Legislature- if writs had been issued in these 
casesiit might have displeased his Holiness, and have materially 
interfered with the political prospects of these two worthy 
officers. 

It has been said that, after the August election, the 
Mormons would have complete control of the administration of 
our Circuit Court. A few words will explain how this is. The 
County Commissioner's Court, which selects the jurors, both 
grand and petit, consists of three persons, one of whom is 
chosen annually, and holds his office for three years. Two years 
ago the Mormons elected a "jack" to that office, and last year 
a full blooded Mormon. The Court then stood in favor of the 
Mormons; but some conduct of theirs having dissatisfied the jack 
commissioner, he was induced last court to throw his influence 
against the Mormons, which accounts for the fact that the grand 
jury was chosen in favor of enfording the laws against Smith. 
On the first Monday in August is our general election, when the 
only anti-Mormon commissioner goes out. It is probable that he 
will be succeeded by a Mormon, and would most certainly if the 
Prophet were alive to direct by revelation. They can elect their 
shetfff and all other officers with the same ease. How then, 
will the thing work? The Mormons, through the Commissioners, 
select the grand jurors in the first instance. If this fails to 
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screen them, they have another chance in selecting the petit 
jury. If exceptions are taken to these, they still have a 
sheriff in their interest to complete the pannel to their satis- 
faction. With one sworn friend on the jury, Smith would be safe- 
but any one can see how easy it would be, not only to get one, but 
a majority. This would be a dangerous power , even in the hands 
of an honest man-how does it look in thehnnds of one who set 
his will above all law, and boldly arrayed himself against the 
world? With a jury of chosen friends, taught to regard his will 
as the will of heaven, his acquittal on any charge would be 
certain. One thing must not be forgotten: by our laws, in criminal 
prosecutions, the venue cannot be changed without the consent of 
the accused. I say then, and let any one dispute it who can, 
that the coming election would have placed Joe Smith beyond the 
possibility of an indictment- and that even now, if alive, and to 
stand his trial to-morrow, the stern integrity of the court, 
the most positive evidence of guilt, and the strongest sanction 
of law-all combined, would fail of conviction before a Mormon 
jury. 

Very respectfully, yours. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have seen in your paper 
of the25th, an article singed "Fair Play," assailing my communi- 
cation of the 15th with some bitterness. I stated, at the close 
of that communication, that it was my purpose to present facts, 
from which your readers might judge of the merits of the case; 
and in doing this, I certainly hope to advance the cause of 
truth and justice. To such as are determined to judge the old 
citizens of Hancock by an arbitrary standard of right and wrong, 
I have nothing to say. If the whole world were made up of such 
I should hold my peace; but if there are any (and I believe there 
are many ) willing to investigate the case, and judge it with some 
reference to its own peculiar circunstances, I would bespeak 
their kind attention, and after a patitent hearing, cheerfully 
acquiesce in their judgment. 
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The Mormon War - We learn by the officers and passengers 
of the steamer Osprey, that Gov, Ford and his troops have reached 
Carthage. The purpose of the Governor in ordering out the troops 
seems to be a determination to bring the murder of JOE and HYRUM 
SMITH to trial. The troops are under the command of Gen. J.J. 
HARDIN, subject, of course, to the direction of the Governor. 
The reason assigned by the Governor f s friends for ordering out 
the troops in the first instance was a " wolf hunt ," advertised 
by a portion of the people in Hancock county, to come off on the 
26th and 27th instant. This hunt, it was believed by the Gov- 
ernor, was a pretext to get the people assembled, aroused, and 
then to make an attack upon the Mormons at Nauvoo, or some other 
Mormon settlement. From all we can learn, we suppose the wolf 
hunt was abandoned after the orders of the Governor were issued. 

The Governor was at Carthage. Writs were issued and placed 
in the hands of the Sheriff for the arrest of Thomas C. Sharp , 
editor of the Warsaw Signal, and for Col. Williams of the same 
place, both charged with participating in the murder of Smith. 
The Sheriff came to Warsaw and attempted to arrest Sharp, but 
he refused to surrender himself, and in this resoltuion was sus- 
tained by the people of Warsaw. The Sheriff returned and reported 
this inability to arrest him, when three hundred of the troops 
were ordered to march to Warsaw. The troops had not arrived 
at Warsaw before the Osprey left, but Sharp and Williams had 
escaped to the Missouri side of the river, and, we presume will 
not be taken. A gentleman has furnished the following in manu- 
script, which appears to be a copy of an address from Sharp, 
and intended for his paper. His admission of participating, so 
far as to exasperate others to the commission of the murder, are 
explicit; and, it seems to us would at least make him an accesso- 
ry. He also seems to admit that he was with the crowd. The 
Governor will have to move very promptly if he expects to capture 
any of the participators in that affair. . . . 



THOMAS C. SHARP 



2. 

Just as our paper was going to press this morning, a 
man came into our office, and said that he had a writ for 
me. Well, sir, let me see it. He produced the paper, which 
proved to be a warrant for the murder of Joe and Hyrum Smith, 
issued by Aaron Johnson, Justice of the Peace in Nauvoo. 
After reading, I told the officer that if my Mends said 
go, I would go, if not, I would stand fast. Accordingly I 
went out, and conversed with the citizens, and unanimously 
they said don't go. I then told the officer that he could 
return and report progress, but I could not go with him, 
for I had no security for my safety; and, moreover, I was not 
to be singled out as the sole object of Mormon vengeance. Now, 
gentle reader, I did not help to kill Joe Smith, for I did 
not go to the jail, with those who killed him. If my in- 
fluence helped to produce the state of feeling that resulted 
in his death, why I am, in common with some hundred others, 
guilty-not of murder, but of an extra judicial execution. 
I have the most satisfactory proof that Joe Smith threatened 
my life, and sought to take it; if I had, therefore, killed 
him I should only have acted in self-def encd. The writ only 
included Col. Williams and my self. Thus it will appear 
that it is not the guilty, but those most obnoxious to the 
Latter Day Saints, who are to be selected as victims. The 
officer, who is deputy Sheriff, says that his orders are to 
arrest and return the prisoners to the Sheriff, in Carthage, 
from thence I suppose I am to be taken to Nauvoo; but I 
will not go to Nauvoo unless my fellow citizens say so. 
I did not resist the officer, but my friends advised me 
not to go, and the officer did not call on any of the 
citizens to aid him in taking me, after I told him I would 
not go, he troubled me no further. 

Fellow-citizens, shall we submit? 



THOMAS C. SHARP 
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Saint Louis 



Correspondence of the Republican 



Warsaw, Sept. 22, 1844 



Gentlemen :- During our recent troubles with the Mormons, several 
independent companies were organized in this county, and for the 
purpose of keeping up a proper military spirit among the several 
companies, it was thought advisable to hold a military muster or 
encampment on the 27th inst., and accordingly the following circular 
was issued on the 7th inst. 

"A military encampment will be held in Warsaw, commencing the 
27th inst., and ending the 2nd day of October next. It is expected 
that all the Independent companies in Hancock, and several from the 
adjoining counties in Illinois, will be present. 

"You are respectfully invited to attend, with the forces under 
your command. All are requested to be on the ground early, on the 
27th, provided with necessary equipage, and one week's provision. 



Sept. 7th, 1844. « 

The foregoing is a true and correct copy of the circular sent 
to the commanding officers of the several companies in this county. 
Below I give an article predicated upon the above circular, which 
appeared in the State Register of the 20th inst . , to wit : 

"We learn that his Excellency Gov. Ford, has called out 
2500 of the militia of the State, in consequence of the recep- 
tion of information here, that the Anti-Mormon party of Hancock 
county had issued handbills for the assembly of a military meet- 
ing at Warsaw, on the 27th of this month. We learn also, that this 



Respectfully yours, 



Col. LEVI WILLIAMS, 
Maj. M. ALDRICH, 



Capt. R.F. SMITH, 
Capt. DUNN, 
Capt. G.W. THATCHER, 
Capt. W.N. GROVER, 
Lieut. C.C. STEPHENS 



Adj't. H. STEPHENS, 
Capt. H.P. CRAWFORD 
Capt. J.C. DAVIS, 



handbill requests the presence of the people of Missiouri on that 
day, armed, etc. We trust no good citizen of Missouri will enter 
this State with any hostile purpose towards any of its citizens; 
and we trust no citizen of our own State will violate the laws, by 
an armed attack upon the constituted authorities. Such hostile 
attack is Treason , by the general laws of the country; and 
conviction under the laws, subjects the guilty to the punishment 
of death. Under the circumstances we ±eel confident the militia 
of the State will promptly respond to the call of the Executive 
for the preservation of the public peace, and to prevent the vio- 
lation of the constitution and laws of the State. We live in a 
land where the laws must be supported by the people themselves; 
for they are enaced only by their consent and approbation. The 
great experiment, whether man can govern himself without the 
intervention of a King, it is the duty of every patriot to sus- 
tain; and we feel Confident no American freeman will stand idle 
to such an emergency, when called upon by the legally constituted 
authorities, to take part on the side of the laws and institutions 
of his country." 

I have given the whole of this article for the purpose that 
your readers and the public may have a full knowledge of the 
facts, and decide the issue made up by the State Register be- 
tween the Governor and the poeple of Warsaw. The circular speaks 
for itself -it expresses just what was contemplated, nothing more- 
a military encampment, and I presume some two or three hundred 
persons will be in attendance, perform camp duty, drill three or 
four days, and then quietly return to their homes, without molest- 
ing any person whatever. The idea of a few hundred citizens 
attacking Nauvoo, is perfectly ridiculous, and no man but Gov. 
FORD is silly enough to believe this, and he, before his celebrated 
retreat from Nauvoo, would not have believed it, but sines that 
time he does not appear to be himself. 

The editors of the State Register misrepresent when they 
say, "that this handbill requests the presence of the people of 
Missouri, on that day, armed, etc." For this, however, I shall 
not hold them responsible, f tis their vocation. A circular would 
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have been issued to-morrow morning, announcing the indefinite 
postponement of the encampment, in consequence of the sickness 
of many of our citizens, and the busy season of the year with the 
farmers, but after receiving the State Register this evening, the 
resolution to hold the encampment was aHhered to, notwithstanding 
the terrible and mighiy force to be brought against us, and led on 
by that valorous chief , General Deming , for doing what the con- 
stitution of the United States declares we may do-to keep and bear 
arms-and we mean to do this always. The Mormons ,f keep up a 
continual training," and we intend to do the same. We have rights 
and privileges, and we do not intend to permit them to be in- 
fringed or trampled upon, even by Governors. Last year a three 
days encampment was held at Carthage, and this year the Mormons 
have been under arms week after week, and month after month; their 
city under martial law, and yet we have not heard one word about 
the "Illinois militia," "treason" against "the constituted 
authorities," etc. We here understand this perfectly well. The 
editors of the State Register and the Governor wanted votes, and 
they want votes agin in November, and they knew that their old 
allies, the Mormons, had declared that they would not vote on the 
Presidential question, hence the necessity to seize upon something 
to accomplish this object. A conflict may take place, and if so 
the Governor may have the credit of bringing it about. The people 
fee indignant at the insult offered to them by this movement of 
the Executive, and by his efforts to throw odium upon them and 
thumb screw himself from censure. The encampment will be held, 
and no one must interpose or attempt to molest the person of a 
single citizen who may be present on that occasion. 

I have this moment learned that two hundred troops from 
Quincy have taken up their line of march for Nauvoo^ and also that 
the McDonough troops are ordered to rendezvous at the holy city, 
forwith. Very respectfully, H.S. 
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Monday, Sept. 23, 1844, 
Letters from Carthage, to-day, bring the intelligence that Gov. 

FORD, with the Sangamon and Morgan troops are on their way to this 

county. The Qunicy troops will reach Nauvoo on Wednesday, the 

25th; on Friday they will learn that they have been hoaxed by 

the Governor, and most probably will return immediately, or join 

us in our encampment at this place. The McDonough troops say 

they will obey the call of the Governor, and turn out, but if 

the Governor has any design against the old citizens of the 

county, he will at the proper time find them ready, and prepared 

to stand by their old friends and neighbors. This movement may 

bring about serious results, but we hope and think not. My own 

opinion is that it will prove a most ridiculous farce. 

Very respectfully, H.S. 
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Correspondence of the Missouri Republican 
THE MORMON TRIALS 

CARTHAGE, ILL., May 21. 

To day, according to adjournment, from Monday last, the 
Circuit Court of Hancock county, commenced the trial of the per- 
sons indicted for the murder of JOE and HURUM SMITH, in June last; 
the circumstances of which are, no doubt, familiar to your read- 
ers. The individuals indicted consist of J.C. DAVIS, late Sena- 
tor from this county, T.C. SHARP, editor of the WARSAW Signal, 
MARK ALDRICH, WM. N. GROVER, and Col. LEVI WILLIAMS; three others 
were indicted, but have not made their appearance for trial, and 
it is understood, have left the State. For the prosecution, 
JOSIAH G. LAMBORN appears, and it is understood, by the authority 
of Gov. FORD. On the part of the defence, a considerable array 
of legal talent is displayed. Col. WM. H. RICHARDSON, Speaker 
of the last House of Representatives, O.H. BROWNING, A. WILLIAMS 
and C.A. WARREN, of Quincy, being employed in their behalf. 

Upon the opening of the court to-day, and before swearing the 
jury, affidavits were read from the prisoners, in which they 
declared their want of confidence in the County Commissioners who 
selected the jury, and the Sheriff and his deputies who summoned 
it-that they were partial, and had sleeted such a Jury as they 
(the defendants) would be fearful of going to trial with; and 
praying the court to set aside the array, and appoint Elisors to 
to select a fair and impartial jury. 

After hearing argument on both sides of the question, Judge 
YOUNG decided that good can-did exist for quashing the array, as 
set forth in the affidavits, and accontngly ordered it to be done, 
and E11 sors appointed to select a new jury. This decision is con- 
sidered a great victory by the defendants, inasmuch as it takes 
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the power out of the hands of the present officers of the county, 
(who are all Mormons, or what is called " Jacks" ) of selecting a 
jury to suit their own purposes, it will also be used as a prece- 
dent by the Anti-Mormons hereafter, to quash the Mormon juries that 
may be summoned, and will tend considerably to curb the Mormon 
power of controlling the courts of the county. 

At 2 o'clock on Thursday, the Elisors reported a new jury, 
and after exhausting the entire panel, but five were found com- 
petent to serve; a new panel was ordered, and but two were ob- 
tained. 

The court then adjourned until Friday morning, when the 
formation of the jury will be continued, though it is not prob- 
able that the panel wLll be complete before Saturday, and the 
examination of witnesses will probably not commence until Mon- 
day, and the trial will consume the whole week if it is then 
finished. 

Everything thus far has been entirely quiet and peaceable, 
yet there is a deep and intense anxiety felt, which pervades all 
classes-the characters of the accused, the nature of the charge 
against them, and the peculiar state of the relations existing 
between the Mormons and Anti-Mormons, all conspire to make the 
present trials of deep interest to the old citizens of this 
county. Everybody almost attending court comes armed to the teeth, 
and frequently, muskets and rifles will be seen taken out of 
wagons with as much deliberation as if they were attending a 
militia muster instead of attending a court of justice. This is 
a bad state of things, but extraordinary cases demand extra- 
ordinary remedies. 

The Mormons are said to have expressed a determination to 
take revenge, in case the defendants should not be convicted, 
but it is hoped that more discreet counsels will prevail. Some 
of the more violent have been advising them to attend court in 
a body, and being prepared to influence things there, but fortunate- 
ly they have not appeared as numerous as was anticipated. 



Missouri Republican 
Friday, Sept. 26, 1845, p. 2 

St . Louis 

Meeting at Quincy 

* * * 

During the meeting, some of the leading men of Adams county 
made speeches, with one exception, in favor of, and sympathizing 
with, the anti-Mormons. Judge RALSTON was the first to speak, 
and expressed great sympathy for the Mormons whose dwellings had 
been burned, but none for the anti-Mormons whose property had 
been stolen and destroyed. /C.A. WARREN followed him, and from 
him it is said that the old citizens of Hancock received full 
justice. He advocted the proposition, that a committee of one 
thousand from Adams county should visit Hancock, and bring the 
Mormons to terms. 

* * * 

BACKENSTOS' proclamation embodies a ridiculous correspon- 
dence between him and Col. WILLIAMS, in which the latter was 
required to deliver himself, and others of the "mobbers," up, 
to be dealt with according to law-and to surrender the State 
ordinance and gunds into his hands. Col. WILLIAMS declined any 
communication, saying that if BACKENSTOS were worthy of the notice 
of a gentleman, he would meet him on any field! 



* * * 



